
As we come to the end of this term, we reflect not only on the term gone by but 

on the whole year, 2019. We thank everybody for their help and support. We 

reflect on the many successes and joys the school has experienced. Unfortu-

nately many members of the school community experienced bereavement dur-

ing the course of the year and we offer you our prayers and thoughts at this 

time. We also remember Ms Geraldine McDonagh who passed away on New 

Year’s Eve 2018 and especially remember her family as her first anniversary 

approaches.  

We wish everybody in the school community a blessed and peaceful Christmas 

and every happiness in 2020.  

St Louis High School 

Christmas Newsletter  

2019 
Nuachtlitir na Nollag 

Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year to everybody in the  

St Louis High School community.  



those selected and worked 

alongside other young people 

to form proposals of radical 

and feasible climate action. 

Our final ten proposals, which 

can be viewed on the RTÉ 

website, were presented to 

Richard Bruton, the Minister 

for Education and Environ-

ment and Tijjani Muhammad-

Bande, President on the UN 

General Assembly. 

Young people have historically 

been messengers of hope and 

optimism, and young Irish 

climate activists feel equally 

driven to act, in the belief that 

the future can and should be 

better than the present. In 

order to achieve this, howev-

er, our government and repre-

sentatives have a large part to 

play.  

If you share our hope then 

please show your support for 

the Youth Assembly’s pro-

posals online; confront your 

local representatives about 

their promises to deliver cli-

mate action and continue to 

demonstrate; lift up your own 

voice, and the voices of oth

                   ers. In the words of Greta  

                   Thunberg: “No one is too  

             small to make a difference.” 

 

    - Eve Shannon (5th Yr) 

 

 

 

 

 

Earlier this month, TIME 

magazine awarded their 

acclaimed title of Person 

of the Year to Greta Thun-

berg, the revolutionary 

environmental activist and 

founder of the Fridays for 

Future movement.  

It seems a fitting way to 

end 2019, a year defined 

by civil disobedience and 

youth mobilisation. In the 

United States, high-school 

students are rallying for 

increased gun control and 

young African-American 

men and women combat 

violence perpetrated by 

police forces against their 

own communities. In Chile, 

young people are engaged 

in ongoing protests against 

their country’s rising pub-

lic transport costs, and in 

Hong Kong, youth activists 

are fearlessly leading pro-

democracy demonstra-

tions. 

In Ireland, our younger 

generations have been 

equally compelled to activ-

ism, striking from school to 

call the older generations 

to action in combating the 

climate emergency. On 20 

September of this year, 

over 20,000 young people 

across Ireland demonstrat-

ed in solidarity with the 7 

million school strikers 

worldwide. Their cries for 

climate justice were carried 

across the world, triggering 

a cataclysmic response 

from world leaders. Finally, 

it appeared, those in power 

were ready to listen. 

In the months that fol-

lowed, youth activists 

worked with RTÉ and the 

Houses of the Oireachtas to 

organise a Youth Assembly, 

focused solely on climate 

and environmental issues, 

which would bring together 

157 young people from 

around Ireland to represent 

their schools and communi-

ties in constructive debate 

on the issue. 

On 15 November, just a 

number of weeks after stu-

dents had taken to the 

streets outside Dáil Éireann 

in protest, the doors of 

parliament were opened, 

enabling them to convert 

their fears and hopes into 

action. I was fortunate 

enough to be one among 

 

T h e  R T É  Y o u t h  A s s e m b l y  o n  C l i m a t e  

A c t i o n    
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paroles à l’avance et notre com-

préhension et prononciation s’est 

bien améliorées par conséquence! 

 

On a commencé par des exercices 

vocaux, suivi des chansons fran-

çaises traditionnelles comme ‘Tous 

les garçons et les filles’ (interprété 

par Coeur de Pirate) et ‘La 

Seine’ (par Vanessa Paradis).  

 

Il va sans dire que toutes les 

étudiantes se sont bien amusées 

pendant cet atelier français. Quelle 

belle expérience culturelle et in-

structive! On en a beaucoup 

profité! 

Merci à Madame Murphy et Mad-

ame Carragher pour l’organiser! 

 

something of great value 
which we can take away 
with us and apply to our 
schoolwork and our Junior 
Cycle Profile of Achieve-
ment. 

 

In October, we also had the 
great opportunity to gather 
as a year group in the 
school hall to partake in a 
retreat. During this retreat 
we got to know the people 
in our year better, how to 
work better in teams ,about 
making moral decisions, 
mindfulness and self com-
passion. 

This was a great resource as 
it allowed us to take with us 
a more positive approach 
to our daily tasks and en-
counters with our teachers, 
peers, family and friends.  

Also a great project is com-
ing into action by the class 
of 3i. As part of 3i’s CSPE 
course we have decided 
that we want to build a bee 
garden in the school as it is 
inevitable that the bee pop-
ulation is rapidly declining: 
“About 40% of the US' hon-
ey bee colonies died be-
tween October 2018 and 
April 2019, according to a 
recent study” via business 
insider. Our class wants to 
be held accountable for our 
actions and our impact on 
the environment so in or-
der to do so, we want to 
build a bee garden to give 
more and more bees 
homes and to conserve 
their habitat. We will be 
fundraising for the raw ma-
terials and essentials need-
ed to build this bee garden 
by hosting a bake sale in 

This term has been ever so 
exciting and full of fun for 
us, 3rd years at St. Louis 
High School. 

We’ve had so many differ-
ent opportunities to get 
involved in school life and 
engage with the events and 
activities organised by our 
teachers, peers and others. 
In September, we were 
fortunate enough to re-
ceive and participate in a 
talk led by Ray Langan who 
discussed his workshop 
“Rayse the game”. 

During this talk we took 
away with us several signifi-
cant and important tips and 
tricks in order to make our 
year doing the Junior Cycle 
Profile of Achievement 
(JCPA) less stressful. We 
both agree that this was a 
huge success and that the 
school provided us with 

Atelier français 

A l l  s e t  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  B r e a k  a f t e r  

a  l o n g ,  e v e n t f u l  t e r m  f o r  3 r d  Y s   

P a g e  3   

Ici à St Louis, les étudiants en se-

conde et en première avaient de la 

chance de profiter des cours de 

chant en français grâce à un groupe 

de musiciens français qui nous ont 

rendu visite il y a quelques 

semaines. 

 

Tout le monde a déjà préparé des 

chansons en classe et certaines 

élèves très douées pour le chant 

étaient choisies comme solistes. 

Nos profs nous ont aidées avec les 

the school on the 13th of Decem-
ber.  

It has been a great term for us, 
3rd years at St. Louis High school. 
We are grateful and thankful for 
all that had been provided to us 
this term on the behalf of all the 
3rd years. 

Have a great Christmas and a 
happy new year!  

 

By Aobh Counihan and Georgia-
Lee Donegan  



CHRISTMAS 

POETRY CORNER 

My Christmas Poem 

The whole family, 

Gathered together, happily. 

With mince pies and mulled wine,  

And the tree smelling of pine. 

 

Mam is stressed, 

With turkey grease on her Christmas 

dress. 

From outside we hear the choir, 

As we sit by the fire. 

 

Christmas is full of Traditions, 

Like the tree is full of decorations. 

 

Us kids in our Christmas socks, 

Watching a Christmas special 

And Top of The Pops. 

 

My little sister feeding the dog 

Brussel sprouts. 

This is what Christmas is all about! 

        Evie McQuillan (1st Yr) 

Christmas Time 
Christmas time is finally here, 

I've been waiting for this all year. 
I wake up early and get out of bed, 

my family follow me to open presents. 
They are stacked up under the tree, 
I open them up and smile with glee. 

 
Next I get dressed and do my hair, 

I go downstairs and see my brother playing with his 
toy reindeer. 

I see my grandparents in the living room, 
While my mam and dad cook the dinner. 

 
We sit at the table and begin to eat, 

the smell of turkey dances around the house. 
We finish dinner and get dessert, 

it's as big as the dinner and stuffs us up. 
We stay around the table to talk and laugh, 

never running out of things to say. 
 

The family decide to go out in the snow, 
it's getting a bit dark so the street lamps start to 

glow. 
We make snow angels and have a snowball fight, 

until it's pitch dark and we have to go. 
I go to my room to get some sleep, 

falling into a Christmas dream that is deep. 
 
 

Thank you and have a good Christmas holiday, 
Geraldine Whelan (1st Yr) 
 



Marshmallows as White as Snow       

Decorating the tree, 

Of course, the Christmas kind of tree. 

Lights as magical  

As a hot chocolate in the winter  

The marshmallows as white 

As the snow that I wished for,A whole day gone because of shopping, 

But at the end 

I still get the magical drink, 

With what looks like snow 

The snow I wished for. 

Natalia Mieczkowska  

                   

Christmas  Market   

As the cold harsh winter sets in, 

Our hearts get filled with the  

Ginger orange flame that is Christmas. 

The wooden stalls that are now set up 

Are filled with the love of all eternities. 

The gifts, the trees and memories. 

For a single hope is lit when that  

Hot chocolate cup is given. 

As you walk down the snow-covered streets you realise how important 

This time is for people, 

For families come together for this one special day  

And it all begins with that flame. 

That ginger orange flame that began in the Christmas market. 

By Zofia  



ART CORNER 

On Friday 13th of December the TY Craft class visited The National Art Gallery to see 

The Zurich Portrait Prize Exhibition. The main reason for our trip was to view a por-

trait of one of our TY students which is on display. 

 

The Zurich portrait prize is an annual competition showcasing contemporary portrai-

ture. It attracts entries from across the island of Ireland, and from Irish artists living 

abroad.  

 

Claudia Scanlon was asked by Irish artist Lynn Kennedy to be the subject of one of 

her paintings. The artist wanted to educate people about Claudia’s skin condition 

and to make sure ‘Claudia’s strong voice was heard in her portrait’. Lynn Kennedy 

included some of Claudia’s own drawings and words in the background of the por-

trait after    Claudia spoke to her about her love of art. 

The exhibition and some hot chocolates 

were enjoyed by everyone. Claudia’s class-

mates were very proud to see her portrait 

on display alongside paintings of Gay Byr-

ne, Graham Norton, John Rocha, Joe Duffy 

and Mary Robinson! 



 

 

And that gold circle? 

"I chose a halo-like effect because he's pretty angelic." In this on-yer-bike moment there's spontaneity. Hozier, in Wrangler 
jacket, looks to his right. The dishevelled hair, the blue glasses, the bracelet, the Stars-and-Stripes bicycle bell are skilfully 
captured but the focus is on 29-year-old Andrew John Hozier-Byrne's open, bright, relaxed face. 

Hozier has been writing songs since he was 15; Nina Murray is 16 and wants to pursue art as a career. Her favourite artists 
right now are @stolencomputer and @ztm.oruam because "the stuff they do hangs on that line between creative and crazy 
in my head. Also Jack B Yeats! For his wonderful colours and communication of form." 

Yes, 15, 16 - the young are the future and when 157 youngsters aged 10 to 17 occupied Dail Eireann recently, not only did 
they speak with intelligence and passion but they were also different from the usual suspects in that they were all in agree-
ment. 

They all wanted the one thing: a safer, cleaner planet. The argy-bargy between Government and Opposition is necessary but 
you would wonder why on vital issues, such as health and education, they just can't give over the shouting and work togeth-
er to sort out an ongoing mess. 

Last year Hozier released his anti-xenophobia Nina Cried Power, a song he calls "a thank you note to the spirit and legacy of 
protest". 

The young protesters' voice has been heard. Heeded is another day's work. Next week Nina Murray will be all ears at 

Hozier's sold-out shows at 3Arena, especially for Nina Cried Power. Happy chance, that Nina, this Nina. 

   Niall MacMonagle  (article—courtesy of the Sunday Independent) 

When you're known by one name only - Adele, Lizzo, 
Eminem, Madonna, Hozier - then fame is yours. Nina Mur-
ray, who had been "playing around with watercolours", 
chose acrylic on canvas for Hozier. 

"Drawn to portraits, I like capturing people and emotion," 
she says. 

Hozier's music is "wonderfully inspiring" and "he gives off a 
very peaceful and hopeful energy and promotes love and 
passion". 

Murray began this large portrait last May and finished it in 
October, saying: "Making such a detailed piece was differ-
ent from and scarier than watercolour." 

Inspired by a Christian Tierney photograph, Murray's Hozier 
looks almost happy? 

"Quite! It's a serene image and we need serenity now and 
again." 

What lies beneath: Hozier  
by Nina Murray 



St Louis High School’s artistic talent 



Well done to the 5th Yr LCVP class, under 

the guidance of Ms Ryan, who lead the ini-

tiative to collect items to create hampers 

for the Vincent de Paul. Well done girls.  

TEAM HOPE—SHOE BOX APPEAL 

A big thank you to everybody who 

brought in a filled shoe box for Team 

Hope’s shoe box appeal. Your generosity 

will make such a difference to a needy 

child.  

Thank you to all the TY students who helped out 

with the Senior Citizen’s party in McGowan’s, 

Harold’s Cross on Tuesday December 17th. The 

students work in partnership with the local Gar-

daí to give the senior citizens of the Rathmines 

area an enjoyable Christ-

mas evening. Thank you to 

Darina for her co-

ordination of the event.  

Christmas Concert  

On Tuesday 17th December we 

had a beautiful Christmas Con-

cert in Cuisle. Congratulations 

to all the performers—the 1st 

Yr choir, 2nd & 3rd Yr choir, 

senior choir, ukulele group, soloists Janine 

Buela, Aoife Nugent, Róisín Crowley ,  Ab-

bie O’ Brien, the instrumental group and 

the traditional music group. Well done to 

Anna Stevens for her beautiful reading. 

Sincere thanks to Ms Madden and Ms 

O’Tiarnaigh and to Ms Arlow and Tara 

Murray on cellos. Well done to one and 

all and it was lovely to finish with the 1st 

Yrs leading the audience in Silent Night. 

The concert managed to raise €600 for 

the Simon Community. Thank you to eve-

rybody who supported the concert.  

The newly formed Ukulele group which performed 

for the first time at the Christmas concert.  



 

 

On December 8th last, the annual Parents’ Council Christmas Fair was held in the school. 

Sincere thanks to the Parents’ Council committee who organised this event, along with all 

the help from Darina, previous PC committee members and parent volunteers. We really 

appreciated the help of so many TY volunteers and students from other year groups and 

the SRC. Santa’s elves were very busy and there was a fantastic atmosphere overall. We 

managed to raise €8700 for the school. Thank you to one and all who helped over the 

weekend, at the fair itself and who donated items. We are most grateful to all the local 

businesses for their support.   

Parents’ Council Christmas Fair  

The arrival of Santa in a 

Morgan 

Santa’s elves 



Businesses who supported the Christmas Fair 2019  

The Orange Bakery 



Voici Creperie 



BT Young Scientist of the Year  

Wishing Niamh Shields the very best of luck in the 

BT Young Scientist of the Year in January 2020.  

Súil Eile Week  

 

Every year we host our Súil Eile week . This is a week where we focus on global 

citizenship issues.  This year’s event was held from the 16th-19th December.  All 

of us have responsibility in this regard and it is important that we look beyond 

ourselves and learn about what needs to be done to save our planet and help 

others. Speakers from various NGOs—Trócaire, Friends of the Earth, Concern 

and Amnesty International came to the school and gave workshops on very im-

portant and topical issues. Lizzy Noone from Worldwise also gave workshops to 

the 3rd Yrs and all our TYs attended workshops in the Dept of Foreign Affairs 

Irish Aid Volunteering offices off Harcourt St. Our eyes were opened more as to 

what is being done, and the shocking reality of what still needs to be done.  We 

have so many students who are passionate advocates of our responsibilities as 

global citizens. Let’s all take responsibility and make a difference.  Thank you to 

Ms Sharkey who co-ordinated the week.  

 



Christmas Assemblies  

 

As we approach Christmas we acknowledge the achievements of our stu-

dents by having assemblies for each year group. Congratulations to all 

students who were nominated for  and received awards in the categories 

of attendance and punctuality, effort and cooperation and academic suc-

cess. Keep up the good work and we encourage all students to strive to 

improve in all of these areas.  Here are a selection of photos from assem-

blies of some of our senior students . 



Whole-School Christmas Assembly 

 

The whole-school community came together in the school concert 

hall on December 20th in the spirit of Ut Sint Unum to celebrate the 

message of Christmas. Thank you to all who prepared and organised 

this beautiful ceremony, especially to the RE and Music Depart-

ments, the JP2 students, 1st Yrs,  the traditional music group, head 

and deputy head-girls Tara and Nora,  Ms Sharkey and Mr O’Boyle.  

We celebrated the message of Christmas, the culture of generosity 

and sharing in the school and the school’s diversity. We have stu-

dents from 60 nations attending the school and we lit 60 candles  to 

represent all these nations and projected the images of their nations’ 

beautiful flags on the big screen, bringing a truly international di-

mension to the whole-school assembly. We had a minute’s silence to 

remember all our loved ones  at this time of year.  

We wish everybody in the school community, students, staff, par-

ents, members of the Board of Management a very happy and 

peaceful Christmas and every good wish 2020.  

An image taken of the 

whole-school community 

gathered together on Friday 

20th December 2019 for the 

annual Christmas Assembly. 

60 candles were placed 

around a larger candle, rep-

resenting all the students’ 

nationalities currently 

attending the school and 

the central candle symbolis-

ing our loved ones who are 

no longer with us.  



HEALTHY EATING & DRINKING 

 

We encourage students to eat healthily in the school, however, 

students do need to take responsibility for what they eat. In 

Home Economics and Nutrition classes, students are given guid-

ance as to what is healthy to eat and drink. However, and despite 

this advice, many students continue to purchase unhealthy snack foods and 

bring them into the school environment. We wish for students to break this 

habit. Make it your New Year resolution to eat and drink healthily. Fresh sal-

ads, wraps, sandwiches and soup are available in the school canteen on a dai-

ly basis. Home-made hot meals are prepared on a Friday.  

Unfortunately many students are purchasing high-caffeine energy drinks and 

bringing them in to school. These can have a negative effect on concentration, 

behaviour and general mood. From January 2020 these drinks will not be per-

mitted in school. We ask all parents to support 

us with this policy because the side effects of 

consuming these drinks are frightening. Please 

click on this link below 

https://www.irishexaminer.com/breakingnews/

lifestyle/what-do-energy-drinks-do-to-the-body

-and-why-are-they-so-bad-for-us-865677.html 

 to read an article about the damage these drinks can cause young people and 

why governments around the world are trying to address this problem. The 

school has two water fountains, funded by the Parents’ Council where stu-

dents can fill up their recyclable bottles to keep hydrated during the day.  



Second year so far... – A summary 

So far, second year has been great! These past few months have been jam-packed with fun activities and 

learning opportunities. We will now go through some of the highlights of our time in second year. 

One fun thing we did this year was our Retreat. Back in November, we came into school in our own 

clothes and ready for the day. During the day, we did activities that tested our teamwork and co-operation. 

We had a short meditation at the end of the day that helped us focus our minds on ourselves and how we 

were feeling at the time. It was a great day and brought our year closer together. 

 

Another fun thing we have been doing this year is a Pieta House workshop. Every Tuesday, we go to the 

library to learn about different aspects of mental health. So far, we have learnt about things such as sexual-

ity and how to deal with anxiety. Personally, we believe that things like these are important for teens to 

learn about and are happy to get the opportunity. 

We have also had the opportunity to learn more about climate change during Súil Eile Week this Thurs-

day. We went into the library and guest speaker, Stephen Cunningham from Friends of the Earth told us all 

about the effects of greenhouse gasses, fossil fuels, and people not taking the threat of climate change seri-

ously. The information was very useful and gave us a few things we can do at home, like recycle and try to 

use less electricity where unnecessary. 

All in all, second year has been amazing and has given us a lot of joy. Our class,  2i,  have, in fact, buried a 

time capsule. We did this to document 2019 and to see how things will have changed by the time we’re in 

sixth year. We have had a lovely time in second year so far and can’t wait to see what happens next year! 

Isabel Maharg Bravo and Lisa Murray from 2i.  

                                                                                              

2nd Year Newspaper Article 
Our first half of 2nd year has been jam packed! Can you believe we’re already in week 17. It was quite 

a shock coming back on the 27th, after a long 3 months of holidays. Nevertheless we settled in quickly. 

The midterm came quickly along with Civvies day. To welcome us back after our break we had our 

retreat. It was a lovely day filled with games, stories and meditation. We worked through our exams 

and we’re now on a countdown to Christmas. Even this fortnight we had a class decorating ginger-

bread event and listening to Christmas music. On Thursday we took part in a talk about climate 

change in was interesting and eye opening. We all can’t wait for a restful and happy Christmas break. 

Kate Shortland (2nd Yr) 



***IMPORTANT NOTICE*** 

Please note that school return date for students is 

Tuesday 7th January 2020. 

Teachers will be attending a training day on Monday 6th January.  

Happy Christmas from all of the SRC and Staff Council. The SRC and 

Staff Council joined together for our annual Christmas lunch.  

Nollaig Shona do chách.  

The school will close for the Christmas Holidays on Friday 20th Decem-

ber at 1pm. The school office will re-open on January 3rd 2020.  Please 

note—no school for students on January 6th 2020—the Feast of the 

Epiphany—there is a staff in-service day. 


