St. Louis High School—Christmas Newsletter’18
Wishing all
students, parents
and staff a very
happy and
peaceful
Christmas and the
very best for 2019.
It is hard to believe that we are at this stage of the year. This term has proven to be a
very busy one with all year groups involved in many activities. I would like to take
this opportunity to congratulate all students on their achievements so far this academic year. We hope that you will enjoy the Christmas holidays and spend valuable
time with your family and friends.
This term has been marked with many achievements. We returned in August with
last year’s 6th Yr cohort receiving excellent Leaving Certificate results. We would like
to congratulate them all on their achievements and wish them well. In particular, we
would like to congratulate Anna Samsonova, Emily O’Reilly, Megan Clarke and
Nokwazi Noyo who all received entrance scholarships based on their Leaving Certificate results into TCD, DCU and UCD respectively. Congratulations also to the students who received their Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement award.
The academic year commenced with welcoming back our new 6th Yr cohort and they
started the year very positively with a talk on managing the Leaving Certificate year.
They also enjoyed the solid advice of the study skills seminar. We wish all our 6th Yrs
the very best for 2019. Consistent hard work always reaps rewards. Enjoy your
Christmas break by taking some much-needed rest and relaxation, balanced with
some study to revise on a term’s work. Our 5th Yrs have settled into the senior cycle
very well by working positively and involving themselves with various initiatives—
fundraising, debating, the school musical, sports clubs etc Well done girls on all your
achievements to date. Our TYs are engaging very positively with the spirit of TY. We
hope that you all will continue to enjoy all that TY offers and reap the rewards of full
engagement. Please enjoy reading the comprehensive TY section of this newsletter
where you can see that they have been extremely busy. Well done to all our 3rd Yr
students who have worked very hard all term. Your hard work will be rewarded. Congratulations also to our 2nd years who have engaged with many activities this term
including facing the challenges of the classroom-based assessments. Keep up the
good work. Well done to all the First Years on a very positive start to your secondary
school education. Continue with your positive outlook and work hard.
Thank you to all parents who have helped out and supported the school during the
course of the year. Thank you to all the staff of St Louis High School for your dedicated work throughout the year. Wishing the whole school community: students, parents, staff and Sisters of St Louis a very Happy Christmas and New Year.
Nollaig Shona do chách
- Ms McDonough (Principal)

Christmas is a time for...
Christmas is a time for
celebration,
To spread love, offer
friendship for reconciliation.
Christmas is a time for
reflection,
To illuminate hope, to
alleviate suffering, for
communication.
Christmas is a time for
happiness, to wash away
sorrow, to embrace a
neighbour, for tenderness.
Christmas is a time for giving,
To accept gifts, to give
thanks, for living.
Christmas is a time to cast
differences aside,
To pardon transgressions, to
forget grievances, to abandon
foolish pride.
Christmas is a time to
remember,
All the children of God who
are suffering in December.
Christmas is a time to praise
the Lord,
For the beauty of creation and
His infinite love and
compassion.
Christmas is a time to think
of Christ upon the Cross and
the sacrifice He made so that
we could celebrate Christmas.

Transition Year Induction Day - August
By Megan Brunel 4O

Our Induction Day was a fun and exciting introduction to TY and the perfect start to the
year. It helped us to get settled into our new
classes by getting to know each other better,
building new friendships and bonding
throughout the day.
That morning, we all felt nervous as no-one
had any idea what the day would consist of.
However, the leaders Siobhán, Yvonne and
Seán made us all feel instantly at ease with
their positivity and great senses of humour.
We were split into our separate classes and
spent a few hours with each leader being encouraged to gel as a group through creative
drama games and different group activities
and discussions. Although we completed similar tasks in each session, they all had a different sole focus such as learning to work well as
a team. Most of the games were high energy
and exciting, however we even took some
time in the middle of the day to practice some
meditation techniques. This allowed us to reflect on our own personal goals for the year.
Even though we may have been pushed out of
our comfort zones through these games, I
liked how much we all learned about each
other as it allowed everyone to come out of
their shells and feel more relaxed as the day
progressed. The day ended with a competition between our classes which gave us the
opportunity to put the skills we had learned
into practice and work together to achieve
something worthwhile. Overall, our Induction
Day was very beneficial to all and made everyone feel excited for what the coming months
had in store for us. I really appreciated the
work leaders did to make us all feel at ease
while also making the day full of fun.

TY News

On the 5th of September our year headed out to
Swords to the Emmaus Centre for a day of learning
and reflection. The day started off with the introduction of all of the leaders and a few small mind games
in groups.
We were then split into different groups and we
talked about many different things: faith, boundaries, self-confidence/awareness and knowing our
strengths and weaknesses. The leaders gave us a
booklet and we began filling out what traits we have
- good and bad. We were taught about boundaries
and how to approach someone appropriately and
about our faith and how to respect other people and
their beliefs, even if we don't agree with them.
After we had lunch, we were gathered to take part in
a quiet meditation. The meditation itself was a wonderful, calming experience that helped me to relax.
What made it really special was that one of the leaders - Pio - sang and played the guitar before and after
the meditation. He has an amazing voice and was a
great guitarist and I think everyone enjoyed his performance. When that finished we said our thankyous
and goodbyes and headed home.
- Ciara Hall TY

Public Access to Law Workshop September
By Sophie Finnegan Murphy 4O
On Wednesday the 19th of September all Transition Year students including myself
attended an introduction to the Public Access to Law programme here in St.Louis. Three different barristers called Adam, Roland and Mary came into our school to guide us through the process. We took
part in the day split into our three class groups.
For the first half of the day each class had a session with each barrister to discuss different topics. Roland helped us expand our general knowledge of basic law and the types of courts. Mary showed us an
interesting documentary detailing the investigation of a double homicide. This really showed how
many different fields of work need to work together to solve a crime. Adam talked to us more about
different types of lawsuits that can be brought against you and also the difference between Civil and
Criminal cases.
For the remainder of the day we began to organise our first mock trial. We were assigned roles to play
in a mock robbery trial that was outlined on a sheet. We had six barristers (three prosecuting and three
defending), four witnesses, a defendant, jury members and a judge. We played out the case as if it was
a real life situation. At the end once all witnesses had spoken and all points had been made, the Jury
came to a decision by blind vote. The blind voting system was used to ensure nobody was influenced
by each other in voting guilty or not guilty. This brought our day to a close.
Overall, I personally really enjoyed the day and look forward to taking part in the next steps of the PAL
programme with my school. The whole day definitely sparked an interest in me for the law and also for
forensic science. I look forward to looking more into these two topics and am happy that I took part in
this day. I found it very interesting and from talking to my peers I know others enjoyed it as well, even
if they have no intention of becoming a lawyer in the future.

Maths Week 2018 By Maggie Kubat 4L

Maths Week was on the week of the 15th of October. Every year during maths week TYs organise events for 1st, 2nd and 3rd year classes. Between 25 and 30 TY girls were helping with the Maths Week in
total. The second years have a table quiz every year. When the girls
come through the doors of the hall, they take a number which is their
table number for the quiz. This is so everyone can make new friends
and meet people they had never been in contact with before. Each
member of the TY team had a different job to do—handing out the
sheets, correcting, writing the scores on the white board etc. At the
end of the quiz the top three scoring teams were presented with
fantastic prizes. I enjoyed helping out with the quiz so that I could
help the second years have the same amazing experience as I did
when I was in their shoes.

Mater Hospital - ‘Introduction to Hospital Life Programme’
By Jacqueline Popa 4L
I was fortunate enough to have been one of the lucky few chosen to do the Introduction to Hospital Life
Programme in the Mater Hospital. Myself and nine other students from all over Dublin and even Amsterdam got to experience what work life would be like in the hospital for 5 days. It wasn’t at all what I
expected and I actually had a lot more fun than I thought I would have.
The week was very well structured. We were given a timetable explaining exactly what we were going to
do every day. I felt really professional walking around the hospital with my ID badge, blue doctor’s coat
and folder. Throughout the week we had talks with the various people that work in a hospital, from
speech and language therapists to radiographers to audiologists and even psychologists. We also got to
talk with an intern, which was quite cool. She told us that ‘Grey’s Anatomy’ is a bad representation of
what it is actually like to work in a hospital! She also informed us more about the HPAT, subject choices
for the Leaving Cert etc. In my opinion, audiology (which is the study of hearing) was really interesting as
it was extremely interactive. We got to try hearing aids and also got our hearing tested. Personally, Friday was the highlight of my week as we got dressed in scrubs and got to go and see a surgery in the minor theatre. What was cool was that we weren’t standing behind a screen or anything like that, we were
actually standing right beside the patient as the surgery was being carried out.
I’m still not entirely sure if I would like to work in a hospital environment, however, I’m so glad I gave it
a go as I’ve learned many new things, met new people and of course, it was an unforgettable experience. I would highly recommend a block week in the Mater Hospital to any TY students who have an interest in science or medicine.

Social Placement, Menni Enterprises, Bluebell. - Gladiola Beleshi 4U
I am a TY student in St.Louis. As a part of our TY programme we were sent on social placement for a
week. My friend and I were placed in Menni Enterprise in Bluebell. On Monday morning we went to
Enterprise rent-a-car in Bluebell. Not noticing the mistake we had made, we went in and talked to
the staff at the desk and they said that they had no record of any TY students due for work experience that week! We then contacted the school and they pointed out to us that we had gone to the
wrong place. Our TY co-ordinator (Ms. Rodgers) redirected us to the right building. When we got to
Menni Enterprise our employer was very understanding about our situation and then we got a tour
of the building.
Menni enterprise is a day-care centre for adults with Down Syndrome and other disabilities. Here
we learned so much about how to communicate with the service users and how to help them
through the activities they took part in. My friend and I also helped them take part in an art competition. We sat with them in the art room and guided them through the painting. We also took part in
baking and singing with groups of the people there. We helped bring in the Christmas decorations
and put them up. On our last day we went out on a trip, where we assisted four members of staff to
bring three of the service users to a drama class. Overall, I thought it was a great experience and I
have gained knowledge working in this area.

Glasnevin Cemetery – Tour Guiding Experience
By Sinéad Rawat 4L
As part of St. Louis High School’s Transition Year Programme, all TYs were given the opportunity
to take a trip to Glasnevin Cemetery.
My base class, 4L, was the very first class to go to the cemetery on Tuesday the 18 th of September, while the other TY classes travelled to Glasnevin in the following weeks.
Upon arrival, a lovely woman named Gráinne, who works as a tour guide in Glasnevin Cemetery,
greeted us. She gave a small presentation on tour guiding as well as customer service. I found the
talk really interesting and informative. Using the information and tips from the presentation, we
were given the task to write about one of the many famous people buried in Glasnevin. Based on
our performance of the speeches on the allocated day, the best student would be invited back to
Glasnevin to guide some tourists around the Cemetery. We were given a 2-3 week period to perfect our speeches and be prepared to read them aloud and present them to our fellow classmates.
Myself, along with my fellow classmates returned to Glasnevin Cemetery on Tuesday the 13 th of
November in order to give our speeches. When we arrived we met John, a tour guide working in
the Cemetery. He accompanied us on our tour-guiding experience and rated our speeches.
I was assigned Countess Markievicz and I found researching her to be very interesting and informative. In the time leading up to giving my speech, I was extremely nervous, but in hindsight I
really had nothing to worry about as my classmates were very respectful, as they too were feeling nervous.
Although there was a sense of nervousness and dread, we all, as a class, presented our speeches
with pride and respect. It was a very rewarding experience and I am grateful I got the chance to
be a part of it.

CodePlus Block Week – October
During the week of the 22nd October, seven Transition Year students and I went out to
Trinity College for a computer-science related block week. We joined up with a couple other schools and spent our time in a large computer room. We were divided into several groups, with
around one person from each school, and these were the teams we spent the entire week with,
working on different assignments that were given to us every day. Each day, the leaders of the programme taught us something new and told us to get creative. After they assigned us a project to
work on for the entire day with our team and then we had to present the project.
For the first two days, we worked mainly on the programme, Scratch, where we coded to create two
things; an animation between two common rivals, and then a short, fun game. We had a lot of laughs
messing around with all of the details we could give it and the art we could put into it. For the last
few days, we were introduced to the professional coding language of Python. We were taught how to
use it to make practically anything; from a calculator to a complicated choose-your-story simulator
with many different possibilities.
At the end of the day, when different animations and games were shown in front of the entire group
of students, whether it was a hilarious ‘Nicki Minaj vs Cardi B’ animation to a ridiculous but entertaining Theresa May-based game, we were all left eager to come back the following day. We all enjoyed
ourselves throughout this week and made many new friendships and memories. I would definitely
recommend it to future Transition Year pupils.
by Weronika Swistowska, 4O

The Rotary Club and What We’ve Done So Far
The Rotary Interact Club is a club managed by Rotary Ireland. Our main objective is to help different
charities in any way we can. We have so many great ideas planned!
So far the Rotary Interact Club has been very busy. The club has held two events for two wonderful
charities.
The first event we had was a clothes drive for Merchants’ Quay Ireland. From the 5 th of November to
the 16th of November we collected various donations of clothes from different students in the school.
We managed to collect approximately two large boxes and a bin bag full of clothes and jackets.
When informing the school about this clothes-drive event, we promised that the class who would
bring in the most clothes would receive a prize. So, as promised, on the 3 rd of December, Class 1O
was awarded with a pizza party!!
We would like to thank class 1O again for helping us to help Merchants’ Quay Ireland. We hope they
enjoyed the pizza.
The second event is the Christmas Candy Canes in aid of refugees who are suffering the harsh cold of
Winter. From the 3rd of December to the 14th of December, people ordered candy canes for their
friends for 50c each. We allowed people to write their own messages which would be attached to the
candy cane. We sold more than 200 candy canes and made approximately €105.
A big thanks to everyone who helped us in our efforts. We hope to bring more interesting causes to
your attention next year.
Thank you!!
- TY Rotary Club

TY Food and Health Supermarket Trip
Eleanor Donovan 4O

On the 8th of October my food and health class went to Dunnes Stores in Rathmines. We went with
our food and health teacher Ms Farragher and our TY co-ordinator Ms Rodgers. The purpose of the
trip was to look at the sugar content in supposedly healthy foods, to compare ingredients in similar
products and to learn more about labels on food products and how we as consumers can be easily
mislead!
We were given sheets to answer questions about different food products and the layout of the
products in the supermarket. We learned about the country of origin of food products, how supermarkets place different products in certain places to attract customers to them. I enjoyed this trip
and found it very informative.

4th Year Trip to Sales Force - Xhesjna Celecov 4L
On Monday the 24th of September fifteen TY students were chosen to go on a trip to Sales Force, Leopardstown. Sales Force is an advanced customer relationship management company. It brings together
all customer information received in a single platform which then allows you to build a customer-based
business.
When we arrived at Sales Force we were first given talks by different employees from Sales Force such
as the Solutions Engineer. Each of the employees talked to us about their life stories and how they got
to Sales Force. Next, we got the chance to go around and talk to more employees about their experiences in Sales Force as well as asking them questions.
Later on, we were given a tour of the building and we got to see everything we heard about in action
such as the various groups exchanging information with customers all
over the world.
In my opinion the highlight of this journey was the employee talks because of their diversity. I learned that you don’t need to be good at a
specific thing or be a genius at technology. Sales Force is open to people bringing different qualities and diversity because this way they can
reach the needs of all types of customers. I will surely be considering
Sales Force as an option in the future!

STEM Block Week in Trinity College—Clara Donaghy TY
I, along with seven others from my year, was lucky enough to get a place on the Transition Year TCD STEM
block week. It was a four-day block week focused on computer science, animation and computer programming. I think that when we arrived none of us really had any idea what to expect; however, we were all very
excited to see what the week would be all about. When we arrived on the first day, we were split into teams
of four which we would be working with for the week. I was nervous at the start as nobody from our school
was on my team, but we all quickly made friends. We were told a bit more about what we were going to be
doing during the week and then we were assigned our first project. For the rest of the day we would be making an animation using the programme Scratch. We would then have to present it at the end of the day. It
took us a while to get started as most of us had never used Scratch before, but by the end of the day we had
all learnt a lot. We presented our animation to the other teams which was nerve wracking but fun as well and
then we listened to everyone else’s presentations. On the second day our task for the day was to make a
game that you could play using Scratch. This was really fun but difficult and frustrating at times; however, it
was worth it in the end when we made a game that you could actually play. On the third day we learnt about
how to use the computer programme Python which is a more advanced programme. Python is used to write
the programme for the things we use every day such as Youtube! On the last day two women from computing companies came to talk to us and told us about their jobs and the importance of women in computer
science. This was really interesting and I found out a lot about what it would be like to work in this industry.
After this we got doughnuts as a surprise and we finished early as it was the last day.
Overall I thought it was a really good experience and a great opportunity. I learned a huge variety of skills
from computer programming to working in a team. I think that the skills I acquired will be useful in the future
and I would recommend this block week to anyone with an interest in this area.

On the 14th of November the TY students took the bus to Zeminar, which was a huge
Expo for Generation Z, held in the RDS. We walked around and talked to all the people
at different stands. My favourite was the Samsung stand. We took pictures and then
printed them, but changed the backdrop. We all had so much fun!!!
As well as that I liked the Bank of Ireland stand. My friends and I played a game where
we had to put all the balls into a box in a certain amount of time. The trip to Zeminar also helped me get to know different types of jobs and organisations and opened up the
pathways to various careers.
There was also a music stand where a live band was the backdrop to some superb karaoke performances. Even some of our girls sang! By Darina Holub 4L

HAPPY CHRISTMAS from all the Transition Years

Congratulations to the 5th Yr LCVP class who
have organised hampers for the St Vincent
de Paul. This is an annual initiative we take
on board to support families in need. Thank
you for all your support. Well done girls on
all your work in this regard and sincere
thanks to Ms Healy, Ms Murphy and
Mr Sheahan who co-ordinated.

Ar an 20ú Samhain, chuamar go dtí an Amharclann i dTamhlacht chun
na sraitheanna pictiúr a fheiceáil. Bhí sé fíor-thaitneamhach go deo agus
chabhraigh sé liom na sraitheanna pictiúr a fhoglaim don Ardteist agus
fuair mé tusicint níos fearr orthu, ach ar bhealach difriúil. Rinne na haisteoirí sár jab iad a dhéanamh réalaíoch domsa. Bhí siad anghreannmhar agus bhí siad ag magadh faoi rudaí go dtuigimid go léir
mar shampla, Donald Trump. Bhí gach duine sna tríthí ag gáire . Bhí am
iontach ag gach duine agus bhí go leor le rá againn ar ár mbealach ar ais
ar scoil. Tá sé ar intinn agam staidéar a dhéanamh ar an mbun mhúinteoireacht trí mheán na Gaeilge agus chabraigh an seó go mór liom.
Le hAislinn de hÓra (6ú Bliain)

St Louis High School Sports

Basketball
St Louis Basketball Teams train three times a week for 2 hours per training session.
We train on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
There are 4 teams; 1st years, 2nd years, U16s and U19s. All the teams participate in
matches, they play the first few matches and depending on how they do, they can
advance into the playoffs. Last year, all four teams made it to the finals with two wins from 2nd
years and U19s.
In Basketball, we learn lots of skills. We learn how to pass the ball in three different ways; chest
passing, bounce passing and over-head passing. One uses different passes for different situations.
We learn how to shoot the ball and from different positions around the court. We learn how to
catch the ball and what we must do once we catch it. We must get into a position called 'triplethreat' which enables us to pass, shoot or dribble. We also learn how to work as a team and as a
result we are really close as a team.
Finally, on behalf of the St. Louis Basketball Club, we would like to thank Coach G who puts in so
much time and effort into our coaching and organising games for us. We really appreciate it!

St Louis Tennis - Isabella Cahill (3rd Yr)
Hello, I’m Isabella. I’m on the Students’ Sports Council for Tennis. Twelve girls
and I walk down at 3.20pm every Friday to the Leinster cricket grounds with Ms
Clayton to play tennis. Our coach is Dave who plays tennis for the club. It goes
on for an hour and a half. We first warm up by playing in pairs, we hit a few balls at first and
then we play little games. Sometimes we have a tournament for ourselves. I really enjoy
playing tennis and making friends with girls in other years. Thank you to Ms Clayton and to
Dave. Happy Christmas.

Junior Gaelic Football—Heather Bourke
The Gaelic Football team meets from 4 to
5pm every Monday, coached by Mr. Dwyer
and Ms. Ryan. The team had two matches
this year. The team played very well. The
under-14 team is looking forward to starting back up in January. Thank you to the
coaches for their dedication and encouragement throughout the term. Wishing everybody a very Happy Christmas and New
Year.

Congratulations to the Athletics team who
came third in the Castleknock College Invitational on the 4th December last. Thank you
to Adam our coach and Ms Tyndall our manager. Happy Christmas.

Lifesaving Club Report—Norah Smith
The lifesaving club meets on a Thursday morning in Swan
Leisure at 7am for one hour. The classes are run by Darina Halpenny in collaboration with Irish Water Safety. Students start in First
Year learning basic lifesaving and CPR skills. They progress through the various
stages of training to eventually become qualified lifeguards at the end of Fifth Year.
New members are welcome to join at any time. We would like to thank our coaches
for their hard work, commitment and all those early starts!! Wishing you all a very
Happy Christmas from the lifesaving club.

CAMOGIE
Camogie has been going very well this year . We have had good numbers at training
every Wednesday and at our matches with girls form 1st year right through to 5th
years attending. We have qualified for the semi-final of our league and are working
very hard towards it. We would like to say a big thank you to our coach Jenny for all her hard work
with us. We are all really looking forward to returning in the new year. The camogie team has now
reached the finals of the Junior Post-Primary Schools Championship. We wish them every success.
Charlie Butler & Meadhbh Hicks (5th Yr)

Our newly– refurbished Gym
Thank you for all the support

St Louis RUGBY
In September, rugby resumed with many fresh faces joining the club. The
girls have been training hard all term. We train twice a week on a Tuesday and
Thursday after school. We have learned many of the fundamentals of the game
from attack to defence. We always give it our best and enjoy ourselves Many of the younger girls
got for the first time ever, the opportunity to participate in a day of playing matches against other
schools. This was the first time for many of the girls applying their newly-gained knowledge into a
match situation. This day was enjoyed by all. We only have to thank our two amazing coaches for
this, Emma and Ally. The girls have welcomed new players and helped our more experienced players. From all the girls, we wish Emma and Ally a well-deserved Christmas break.

TABLE TENNIS
Hi, my name is Zoe and I
am the Student Sports
Council’s representative for Table Tennis. Currently we have been teaching
1st year students and any new comers
the basics of table tennis: serving and
trick shots. We have also held practice
matches between one another. Ms.
Mooney is our coach and gives great
support to our club. We all have great
fun and get along really well with one
another. Over the past few months
each member of the club has been
able to get to know one another and
become good friends. Whether you’re
a novice or a pro, 1st year or 6thYr, we
welcome all to our club.
- Zoe Fabre Anderson (5th Yr)

Sports Roundup Christmas 2018
Another busy and successful term on the sporting
front at St Louis High School, Rathmines as is reflected in the written accounts from the various student
representatives from the Athletics, Basketball, Camogie, Gaelic Football, Life Saving, Rugby, Tennis
and Table Tennis clubs. Thanks to the many coaches
and staff managers who have ensured the successful
running of each individual club across a very busy
first term.
The importance of physical activity as part of the
much publicised new Junior Cycle Wellbeing Programme cannot be under estimated. It provides
many resources for students in the areas of mental
and physical health along with discipline, focus, determination, social skills as well as meeting new
friends.
Thanks also to Ms. Mc Donough and the Board of
Management for their continued support in the development of Sport at the school. We are delighted
with our revamped PE Hall and the refurbishment
has enhanced the status of Sport in the school.
Thanks to all who contributed to the fundraising
‘Cycle across Europe’ event which raised a whopping €10,000.
We wish all our staff, students and coaches a happy
and healthy Christmas.
Yours in sport,
Paula Mc Namee (Sports Co-ordinator)

Debating
Road to success
In St. Louis High School we have a junior debating team.
This club is open to all 1st, 2nd and 3rd year students. Our debate teams have entered a
prestigious competition which takes place in UCD. We have entered two teams of two
debaters, consisting of our 2nd and 3rd year members. So much work goes into preparing the speakers and it wouldn't be possible without all the support we receive from our
teachers and our fellow debaters.
So far into this thrilling competition, there have been three rounds. In each round each
team is given a motion, for example 'This house believes organ donation should be mandatory' and 'This house believes the Presidency in Ireland should be abolished.' These
motions so far have been very interesting to debate, but it was also great fun to curate
our speeches and try to anticipate what the opposition might say.
Both teams have had outstanding performances so far, and are currently waiting on results from the judges. The results will determine who progresses into the next round.
Although it is a competition, we have gained so many new skills while participating in
our debates. Confidence, quick thinking and presentation skills are just some that I have
developed. These new-found qualities will stick with me into the future.
A big thank you to both Ms Derwin and Ms Tyndall for all their guidance and support.
by Emma Grogan 3i

MUSIC in St Louis
This has been a very busy term on the Music front in St Louis High School. The school year
started with choirs and the instrumental traditional music groups preparing for our annual
school Mass. All the First Years led the singing at the Mass and it was a lovely way for the
newest members to the school community to make their mark on the school. In October, many of
the TY and 5th Yr students participated in the school musical, We Will Rock You, which, this year, was
hosted by St Mary’s College. During the Arts Festival there were concerts provided by Jake Carter
and the Glitterbugs and the students all sang and danced their hearts out to the music. Once the exams were completed, there was a lot of preparation and rehearsal for the Christmas Concert. On Dec
17th last a beautiful Christmas Concert was held in Cuisle with music provided by choirs, solo instrumentalists, solo singers, trad group and the instrumental group. There was a wealth of talent on display along with two beautiful readings of A Christmas Childhood and Christmas 1918. Sincere thanks
to the Music dept. Ms Madden, Ms O’Tighearnaigh and Ms Kelly for all their hard work with preparing the concert. Everybody went home in festive spirit. We managed to raise just over €1000 for Enable Ireland and for Crumlin Children’s Hospital. Thank you for all the support.

Trip to Salzburg
Wir haben im September eine Klassenfahrt nach Salzburg gemacht.
Wir sind nach München geflogen, und dann sind wir weiter mit dem
Bus nach Salzburg gefahren. Wir haben in einem Hotel übernachtet,
und haben 5 Tage dort verbracht. Es gibt viel zu tun in Salzburg – wir
haben viele Sehenswürdigkeiten besichtigt. Wir sind z.B. ins
Salzburger Museum gegangen, haben das Kehlsteinhaus besichtigt und
sind zum Haus der Natur gegangen. Das Wetter war meistens herrlich,
und wir haben eine Bootsfahrt auf dem See gemacht. Die Salzbergwerk
hat mich sehr interessiert. Wir haben auch eine „Sound of Music“ Tour
gemacht und das Mozarthaus besucht. Den letzten Tag haben wir an
einem Freizeitpark verbracht. Wir haben viel Deutsch gelernt, und die
Klassenfahrt hat uns ganz viel Spaß gemacht!
Cecily O’Brien (5th year)

We Will Rock You

St. Louis has always prided itself on its strong connection to music and its support of the arts. This year, the
senior students of our school, along with the boys of St Mary’s, further contributed to this tradition with our
production of We Will Rock You. The musical follows the story of two young heroes as they battle against a
dystopian dictator, and bring music and self expression back into the world. As deep lovers of both Queen and
good music in general, this was a story a lot of the cast could resonate with, and one we were more than happy to tell.
Even from the first few weeks back at school, the cast had been rehearsing (almost) tirelessly to make the
show come to life. After six solid weeks of hard work, late nights, and living off Lidl cookies and McDonald’s,
we got our three days in the spotlight. The feedback was overwhelmingly positive and hopefully some of you
might even say we rocked. Of course, our collective obsession with Queen alone was never enough to make
the show all that it was; we have the deepest love and admiration for our beloved Chris, Killian, Laura, and
Roy, who we all believe are a kind of magic. Everyone even remotely connected to the musical mattered so
much, and the end result was a show that each and every one of us is proud of.
Although we won’t be getting those lost hours of sleep back anytime soon, we got so much more with the
connections we made, the friendships we strengthened, and the chances we got to showcase our abilities. So
many people who worked on the musical have only displayed a fraction of what they’re capable of, and to
them I say don’t let anything stop you now. The musical is a staple of our school’s tradition but it was so much
more than that for many of the cast. We made memories that will likely last a lifetime and needless to say
there was never a dull moment. For everyone who was involved in the musical and everyone who supported
them: thank you so much, you really are champions.
- Aoife Tsang (5th Yr)

FIRST YEAR NEWS

Science of Harry Potter

by Boglarka Ujvari (1U)

On the 13th of November all first-year students went to watch the “Science of
Harry Potter” to celebrate Science Week. We all walked from St. Louis to DIT.

.

We all went into a hall where we were then seated There were lots of different
schools there as well to watch The Science of Harry Potter. The presenter told us all about the science that can
be found in Harry Potter. It was very interesting because he told us things that we would have never thought
of. At the end he gave us a fast quiz about Harry Potter, which was great fun. After the Science of Harry Potter
was finished, we all went outside, and we were allowed to go home from there if we wanted or return to
school with a teacher. I really enjoyed the event because it was great fun. It was also the first time all of the 1 st
years went on a trip together. Thanks to all the Science Teachers.

French Breakfast
th

On the 10 of October 2018 1U decided to have a French breakfast. Everyone in the class donated €1.00 that week so Madam Murphy could get the ingredients. On the 17th of October Madam
Murphy came into school with a lovely example of a French breakfast for us. We had croissants,
pain un chocolat and brioche. Madam Murphy also brought in Nutella, strawberry and raspberry
jams for us to put on our pastries. There were also some French cheeses. We all enjoyed our French breakfast and we would love to do it again. by Meghan Corrigan—1U

First Year News
This year has been quite a hectic one for 2018’s First years here in St Louis!
Between Sports, the Arts and Music, we’ve been kept quite busy! In this newsletter we’ll try to give
you a quick recap on what has been going on for First Years this term...

Sports:

The fundraiser
In September, as you all might know, our school held a Sports Fundraiser to raise funds to help with
the refurbishment of the school sports hall. Many of the First Years raised considerable funds, with Si Yi Guo
raising over €400! 1L won the overall prize for raising the most money. We are extremely proud of how the
girls did.

Induction day

We had a full day trying out new sports, some of which we had never tried before. These included Camogie,
Basketball, Badminton, Gaelic football, Rugby, Table Tennis, Life Saving and Athletics.
Many of the girls thoroughly enjoyed the sports and continued on with them afterwards.
The First Years also took part in many sporting events, and some won, but most importantly of all, had fun in
the process.

Music: First Year Choir

Every Friday, the First Years meet in Cuisle with Ms. Madden for choir practice. We have been practising very
hard for our upcoming Christmas performance on Monday the 17th of December.

Jake Carter

Jake Carter, former ‘Dancing With The Stars’ participant and overall winner, visited our school to perform for
First, Second and Third years. We had a blast, and really enjoyed the positive energy he brought to our
school. We were also paid a visit by the band, The Glitter Bugs, a funky rock band as part of the Arts Festival.

Halloween Disco

The Halloween Disco was by far the highlight of this term but we’re sure there are lots more fun
and exciting events still to come. Many thanks to the brilliant SRC for organising this wonderful night for
us.
Continued …………..

First Year News continued
Taster Modules
In our first term, we participated in the First-Year taster modules. This is a new system and it was a
great experience, as we had never done many of these subjects in Primary school. It was fun and a
very effective way with helping us to choose our option subjects. We also had a class called, Mise
Mé Féin, which is a self-management class. This is part of our Wellbeing programme. We have been
learning how to organise ourselves and look at how we learn and how we manage ourselves online.
All of this has helped with the transition from Primary to Secondary school.
Many thanks to our Year Head, Principal, Deputy Principal and all of our class teachers for helping us
with the challenging transition from primary to secondary school.

Written by Maia Farrell, Áine O’Malley and Emilie Mc Sherry

2nd Year News

Second year started off well. We were involved in loads of interactive workshops. A few of our favourites include the Shona project, which helped us deal with difficulties in friendships and in school,
the study workshop, which helped us prepare for our exams, and The Pieta House workshop which
ran over six weeks. During the course we discussed serious issues, for example, mental health, body
image and relationships.
As we got further into the year we came into Arts week and Súil Eile week which happened to overlap. During the course of the week, we had a few interesting visits such as Jake Carter and the rock
band The Glitterbugs! Another notable day in our term was the Retreat. It allowed us to relax and reflect over our time in St. Louis. The Retreat included a meditation session, a bullying talk and lots of
fun activities. We also wore our own clothes, which was definitely a win-win!
At the beginning of November, two of our 2nd Yr classes took part in a Rugby tournament. One of the
groups managed to take home the trophy, which is now proudly displayed in the trophy case.
Speaking of sports in St. Louis, we take great pride in our sports teams’ achievements. Congratulations to the Athletics team that came 3rd overall in the recent competition in Castleknock College.
Now we come to the dreaded exam week. Although there was a lot of stress, the exams help us to
prepare for the Junior and Leaving Cert and the shortened days definitely helped us adapt to more
study.
We are now coming up to the Christmas holidays, but first our Christmas Concert will take place. With
all the work that has gone into it, it is sure to be a success and we wish everyone participating good
luck! We hope everyone enjoys their Christmas Holidays.
Joyeux Noël à tout le monde !

3rd Year News

3rd year to date
Everyone knows that 3rd year can be extremely stressful, in fact, some may say
the only thing that gets us through most weeks is the promise of Transition Year.
We however, are able to see another side of things. Although the threat of exams
is always looming over our heads, we have lots of other activities to keep our
minds off the impending Junior Cert.
For starters, our year is currently partaking in the new Junior Cycle, and thus the
miraculous invention of the CBAs (no sarcasm intended). These new classroombased assessments are taking place as we speak in Science, English and Business.
They allow students to be marked, not only on their performance in the final exam (only one day of the year), but rather on an ongoing assessment of our work
and abilities throughout the year.
This year in St. Louis we have had a tremendous amount of success with our
Sports teams. Our under-16s Basketball team, most of whom are in 3rd year,
have had a winning streak for much of the year. Our Junior Camogie and Gaelic
football teams have also met with great success. Our Athletics team has also
ranked third in a recent competition.
Recently we've had our November exams, which is great preparation for our upcoming mock examinations. As a whole, we accumulated a very high standard of
results. As much as we enjoy the academic side of school, we are all very much
looking forward to the Christmas Variety show, and seeing our friends perform
and express their talents. As a year group we have had a great start to the academic year. We all welcome the well-needed break with open arms and a slightly
desperate look in our eyes! We wish everybody a very Happy Christmas.
by Emma-Jane Nannetti and Emma Grogan 3i

5th Year News

This year started off the same as any other. We arrived on our first day, excited but
nervous for the year to come. It was a shock to the system after coming back from an
eventful TY. We were delighted to see the new faces of the girls now joining our year,
along with some old familiar faces!
We launched the year off with a productive day of study skills, where we prepared for
the tough two years ahead. Then there was no time to waste, straight into work with
all of our classes. We found it very challenging to get back into a routine of work after a long summer.
After only three weeks of hard work, a group of students from 5th and 6th year headed off to Salzburg along with five teachers and Miriam from the office. There, we
spent five wonderful days exploring the city and seeing what Salzburg had to offer. It
wasn’t all just fun and games, as we were also learning about the culture and history
there and in nearby Germany, from the Eagle’s Nest to the Salt Mines, there wasn’t
anything we didn’t do.
A massive shock at the start of the year was discovering we wouldn’t have the hall
for our lunch and break. We came together as a year, and with the help of Ms Muldoon, we got our hall back. It took a while but after weeks of sitting, squashed in the
canteen we were free.
Many of the 5th Yr students took part in the musical “We Will Rock You” which took
place in St Mary’s. It was a great experience for all and it is something we will look
back on when we are older.
Some of the students also took part in the Silver Gaisce hike which took place in
Glendalough. It was very challenging but the results were worth it!
A great way to bring the whole year group together, spiritually, was the Retreat. We
did lots of fun, group activities like fruit bowl and listened to inspirational stories.
Exam week was very stressful because the last exams we had done were the junior
cert but thankfully we are finished them now and we’re back to the regular class and
the hard work. All in all, a busy and active term for all 5th years. Happy Christmas to
all 5th Yrs, our subject and class teachers and Ms Muldoon, our Year Head.
by Ailbhe Kenny, Amy Roe, Aoife Landy & Fiona Shannon

6th Year News

6th Yr Trip to Countess Markievicz’s house on Leinster
Road to mark the anniversary of the women’s vote.
On 14 December 1918, women, providing they were over
30 years of age and they or their husbands were an occupier of property, were able to vote in a general election for
the first time. This had been called by the then, British
prime minister, David Lloyd George, who immediately
called it after the armistice which ended the First World
War. Eight and a half million women were eligible to vote
following the extension of the franchise in the Representation of the People’s Act 1918.
Countess Markevicz was the first female MP elected to the
British House of Commons in 1918, however, she never
actually took up her seat in Parliament. She lived on Leinster Rd., just a stone’s throw from the school. St Louis
High School is situated in a very historic area, where many
of the people who shaped our nation once lived.

SRC Report
It has been a really enjoyable start to the school year for the SRC. We had fun organising our ‘Post-it notes of Positivity’ event with the other year group reps and sticking
them on lockers throughout the school. We organised a ‘Good Deed Day’ during Cairdeas and
Wellbeing week also.
Our First-Year group event was the First-Year Halloween disco and it was a great success. We
were really glad the First Years enjoyed it.
Leading up to the Christmas season, the student council has been planning more year group
events and has planned a Christmas Civvies day. We also have been working hard for the variety
show and hope everyone enjoyed it.
We hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Happy Christmas to one and all
from the Student Representative
Council and the Staff Council

Student Support in St Louis High School

Guidance and Counselling
We welcome Ms Janice Horgan who has joined St Louis High School and is Guidance Counsellor to 5th and 3rd years. Ms Mulcahy is Guidance Counsellor to 6th
years, Transition Years and 2nd years. Personal guidance counselling is available to any student by appointment. Students may self-refer or be referred by their Year Head, subject teachers or parents/guardians.
We advise parents to check out the Guidance and Counselling section of the school website in order to keep
up to date with career and college news. Career/course related articles are also posted regularly by the
Guidance Counsellors. It is a great way of keeping yourself informed about some of the many opportunities
available for your daughters.
6th year students are busy focusing on their CAO applications as well as applications being made to individual Colleges of Further Education. This route to a QQI FET Level 5 qualification provides an excellent route
into Third Level and 6th years are strongly encouraged to apply for Level 5 courses, as well as to Level 8, 7 &
6 courses through CAO. More details about these excellent links are available on the school website. 6 th
years have classes once each week and they also have individual meetings with their Guidance Counsellor.
Ms Mulcahy was happy to meet with so many 6th year parents on November 13th to talk about the wide
range of options for next year and to advise about important issues relating to college applications. A copy
of this presentation is available on the school website.
Following guidance classes with all 5th years in October, Ms Horgan will meet with all 5th year students for an
individual appointment by May 2018. We look forward to our trip to UCD for all 5 th year students on 28th
January 2019 and our ‘Careers Day’ on March 14th. A meeting ‘Preparation for life after school’ will take
place on Tuesday 9th April 2019 at 7.30 pm which will outline the planning needed for applications to higher
and further education.
There are weekly guidance classes for Transition Years and in St Louis High School we use the “REACH” programme. Students get the opportunity to explore their strengths and weaknesses, their likes and dislikes
and to match these to suitable careers. TY students engage in Career Investigations for which credits will be
awarded. There will also be a talk for parents about making effective subject choices for Leaving Certificate
on January 29th 2019.

Student Support Team
We welcome Ms Farragher and Ms Moran to our Student Support Team this year.
Ms Farragher, Year Head to 1st years, is also providing one-to-one support as required. Ms Moran is available to provide chaplaincy in the Junior Cycle. Students
may self-refer or be referred by their Year Head, subject teachers or parents/guardians. Ms Farragher has
taken 1st years for class re subject choice for Junior Cycle in advance of the decisions being made. It is important that 1st years choose a modern language for Junior Cycle unless they have an exemption from Irish.
There is a language requirement for many third-level institutions so it is advisable to keep all options open.

The Literacy Programme at St. Louis High School, Rathmines
Since 2015, St Louis have been running a literacy programme geared towards student-ownership.
The gist of it is that under the guidance of their teacher, students create literacy tests for each other,
then administer and correct them (2nd Year creates an exam for 1st Year etc.).
Over the three years, they have monitored growth, both in the students’ awareness of the importance of spelling, grammar and punctuation, and in their performance as writers. Significantly,
those who correct the tests learn as much, if not more, than those who take them.
Last summer, the school digitised and uploaded some of the tests on to the Scoilnet website to make
them available nationally. They can be accessed at
https://www.scoilnet.ie/search/?q=st%2Blouis%2Bhigh%2Bschool. Alternatively, students can
Google: Scoilnet, and search for Louis High School.
A big thank you to Mr O’Boyle and the literacy team who lead this wonderful initiative in the school.

St Louis High School Christmas Fair
A big thank you to the Parents’ Council who organised our very successful Christmas
Fair. There was a fantastic atmosphere in the school, with a large cohort of parents and
students helping out. We managed to raise ca €8500 on the day. This was a great result
and sincere thanks to everybody for their help and donations. Thank you also to all the
businesses who supported the school, we very much appreciate their contribution.

St Louis High School
Art Gallery

Thank you to all businesses who supported the Parents’ Council
Christmas Fair

143 Upper Rathmines Road, Dublin 6
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