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St Louis High School’s Crib

Wishing all members in the St Louis High School community a
very happy and safe Christmas with every blessing for 2021.

This has been a year like no other and we have had so much to deal with since late August. I would like to thank
everybody in the school community for their support of the measures we have put in place which have ensured that
the school remained open throughout the term. We did well, and that was due to the very high level of compliance
from everybody who operates in the school building, students and staff alike. Thank you also to the parents for their
support throughout.
We know life is challenging for us all at the moment. But there is hope on the horizon. Let’s all keep up the good
efforts to ensure that we get through the next phase safely so that we can enjoy the delights of being mask free and
in a position to hug our loved ones again. Let’s hope and pray that 2021 will bring much joy to us all in due course.
Wishing you all a very happy and safe Christmas and the very best for 2021. I hope that you enjoy reading this
Christmas newsletter which will hopefully give you a sense of school life over the past few months.
- Ms McDonough (Principal)
Principal

Happy Christmas from all the year groups

A Christmas assembly was held for all year groups in the outdoors. Our themes for these
assemblies were of celebration marked with the message of hope. The students were
congratulated on their work and the resilience they have demonstrated throughout these
challenging times. Ms McDonough, Ms Thornton and the respective year heads addressed
and praised all year groups. Mr O’Boyle kindly brought his guitar and sang us out with a few
Christmas tunes. Happy Christmas everyone!

Message from the SRC
Hi everyone!
Wishing you all a very merry Christmas, and a huge congratulations on surviving 2020!
What a whirlwind this past term has been! From the frosty lunchtimes, to (20-minute) mask
breaks and (finally!) being allowed to wear our tracksuits, SO much of school life has changed in
the past few months. And the SRC have been behind the scenes every step of the way, working
our (six pairs of) socks off to make this the best year possible!
We hit the ground running back in September when we were delighted to welcome all the
incoming First Years to St Louis - (from what we’ve heard, they’re settling in well, and are already
wreaking havoc on the top corridor!)
In October, we had great fun organising a treasure hunt for First Years and a Halloween movie
for the whole school, which went down a (trick or) treat!
We’ve also received amazing support from all the students and staff through their contributions
to our Halloween and Christmas Civvies Days, which raised €1000 euro for the Movement of
Asylum Seekers in Ireland (MASI) and just under €900 for St Vincent de Paul, respectively!
As those of you who follow our Instagram @stlouissrc2021 (shameless lil’ self plug) will know,
we’ve been working away on some top secret Variety Show prep over the past few weeks, and
we hope you’ll have as much fun watching it as we did making it!
Until then, hang in there, and the holidays will be upon us before you know it!
Enjoy the holidays and we look forward to seeing everyone again in January 2021!
The SRC gals
(Eve Shannon, Sadbh, Wiktoria, Eilis, Abby, Busi, Rhiann, Eve Young, Britney, Niamh, Molly &
Kasey)

Transition Year
The week of Dec 10th saw the
Transition Years experience a miniarts week. Here are some
photographs and articles about the
week

Online visit by Laura Bracken broadcaster
The TYs were very lucky to have a zoom
session with Laura Bracken, a past pupil
of St Louis High School who now works
with Spin 1038.
We learned about her career in radio and
what a regular day of the job is like.
Laura talked about getting a job in the
specific career field of radio and
podcasts: which college courses are
suitable and which stations to approach.
We learned about how she received her
job placements and how she began by
making a weekly episode, which led to
different career opportunities. There are
a wide range of opportunities within this
career field, such as travelling abroad
and interviewing celebrities.
We also learned about the activities
involved in a work experience
placement with Spin 1038.
This zoom session was part of the TY
Arts week. Many thanks to our TY
coordinator, Ms Mc Ardle for organising
this eventful and enjoyable week.
Beatrice Ursachi 4u

A Visit from Catherine Ann Cullen
As part of our Arts Week we had the privilege of
a visit from Catherine Ann Cullen, Poet-inResidence at Poetry Ireland. She showed us a
collection of her work including her poetry
collections.
She read a few of her works out, including
‘Sonnet of a Five-String Banjo’, ‘Naming a
Bridge’ and her award winning poem, ‘Scooter’.
It was so much more compelling to listen to the
poet recite her own work as it makes it all so
much more personal. After all of her poems, she
told us about the inspiration behind each of
them. I found it fascinating to find out how
meticulous the thought and research process
was behind each poem. We also had the chance
to ask a few questions of our own regarding her
work and experiences.
My personal favourite was her poem, ‘When
the Bough Breaks’, as each word seemed to fit
perfectly with each other. It was clear that she
put so much work into each of her poems. I
really enjoyed her visit and it was such a
wonderful experience. - Kerry Reyes
Thanks again to Catherine Ann. This is her
second visit to St. Louis and we hope students
will benefit from many more visits from her. If
you want to hear about her new work you can
follow her on twitter at @tarryathome.

TY Barista Course

On the 19th of November, all TY students
attended a Barista Training Course with
James. The event was a huge success and
very fun too. Everyone learned the basic
ropes of being a Barista and what it took to
be one as well learning about what it meant
to be a Barista.
In the duration of the event, everyone
learned how to make a cup of coffee using
the special machines that were brought in.
James gave a lot of information about the
training course and was very supportive
when all the students took turns in making
their own coffee.
As well as making the coffee and learning
about the Barista job, we also talked about
James’ experience as an owner of a coffee
shop and how he became one. This was
very inspirational and possibly inspired
many people to apply for the course.
Overall, the day was very fun and definitely
worth it.

4o Geography Fieldwork
in Howth
On Thursday 8th October, Transition Year
class 4o went to Howth for their geography
fieldwork. We met in Connolly Station and
took the dart together to Howth. We began
the day by walking along the west pier. Our
goal was to focus on tourism and the fishing
industry in Howth. We talked to a
fisherman who was about to leave for the
west coast on a two-day trip to catch
€50,000 worth of prawns. We looked at a
few trawlers in the marina, specifically
looking out for sonar, radar, nets and other
things we had learned about in Junior Cycle
geography. We had a look at some of the
fish markets and restaurants on the west
pier. We then walked along Harbour Road
and conducted a land-use survey. We noted
the buildings name, condition, function,
land use and a general comment about
each one. At around 12:30 we took an hourlong lunch break. Most, if not all of us, got
fish and chips from a chipper along Harbour
Road and sat beside the green. It was really
good weather for the trip; it was sunny and
not too cold. After this, we met again and
went on the cliff hike. We looked at the
geographical sites of Howth from a high
vantage point. We saw the beach, a sea
stack, discussed the tombolo and looked at
Ireland’s Eye. We then hiked up a bit
further and took pictures. We soon came
back down and got the dart back to
Connolly. Overall, I think everyone really
enjoyed the trip.
By Maya O’Keeffe 4o

TY Trip to Surfdock
On the 13th of October the class of 4i travelled to Grand Canal Dock to participate in
Surfdock, a water-sports course which included kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding and
wakeboarding.
We were the first class from St Louis TY to take part in the programme this year and
fortunately the weather was on our side that day. We were brought to the three activities
while in sanitised wetsuits and the day swiftly moved on. Between games of "Simon Says"
on the kayaks, general falling into the water while on our paddleboards and a lot of
capsizing, the day proved to be a lot of fun.
We were able to keep socially distant while interacting with the instructors and our other
classmates. A day many of us won't forget, we thank our teachers who organised this day,
the instructors Brendan, Liz and Ross who kept up with our antics and Mr Dywer and Ms
Madden who supervised.
-Ellena Brady, 4i

Photographs from various TY activities during the term

Philosophy
picnic trip
to Bushy
Park in
September

Visits by Niya
Morrissey (Arts
Management)
and Cathy
Coughlan
(Project Arts
Centre) to the
Arts Week

TY Baking Skills – some yummy treats

St Louis High School
Fundraising WEEK

St Louis High School held its big fundraiser – SLHS Dance-a-thon on Tuesday 15th
December 2020. We were so lucky with the weather and the basketball courts were
full of dancers (socially distancing) of course, throughout the day. Well done to
everybody who contributed to the cause. At this point, we have raised €5791 for
the school. Many thanks.
Alongside this fundraising, we raised funds for the SVP. Between the hot
chocolates on Tuesday, 15th Dec, the civvies day on Thursday 17th Dec, donation
from Gaisce and from the sisters of St Louis, the school has raised €2200 for the
SVP. Thank you to everybody who donated. Your generosity will mean so much to
many families who receive SVP support in the local area. Míle buíochas.

The importance of Science

Interview with Professor Luke O’Neill
In the past few months, the news we woke up to was generally quite negative. The news was also mostly
focused on something that up until around a year ago, simply didn’t exist. The coronavirus has simply
become a daily feature in recent news. The negativity surrounding the virus, with a sprinkling of politics,
was all there was to see in terms of news up until recently. Now, there’s hope in the shape of not one,
but multiple vaccines that are game changers in the fight against the coronavirus. Due to this ray of
hope, when I had the wonderful opportunity to interview Professor Luke O’Neill, one of Ireland’s top
epidemiologists, I asked him few questions about the vaccine.

Which vaccine do you think shows the most promise and seems the most reliable?
Professor O’Neill: We don’t know yet as we haven’t seen all the data. However the
Pfizer/BioNTech and Moderna vaccines are reporting over 90% efficacy which would be
great. The AstraZeneca vaccine also has high efficacy – between 62% and 90%. And we’ve
heard the Russian Sputnik V and Chinese Vaccine from Sinovac are also reporting over 90%
efficacy.
The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine has faced many controversies in light of errors during the
trial. Do you think these inconsistencies will have a huge impact on people getting
vaccinated?
Prof. O’Neill: No - all the ones I mention I predict will be approved for use and there will be a
huge take-up.
How would you go about distributing the vaccine?
Prof. O’Neill: That’s a logistical issue. I would have mix of GPs and Healthcare Centres doing
the vaccination, and also possibly pharmacies.
Should the vaccine be mandatory or voluntary?
Prof. O’Neill: It’s better vaccines are taken voluntarily. If they are mandated that can lead to
objections which take away from the message that as many as possible should be vaccinated.
Which groups should definitely receive the vaccine first?
Prof. O’Neill: Vaccination programmes always start with those most at risk because they
need it most – healthcare workers, older people, then people with medical conditions that
put them at risk.
When will things go back to normal?
Prof. O’Neill: I reckon by next summer, all going well, we’ll see easing of restrictions.
The news around the vaccine is wonderful but we’re not out of the woods yet.
The next few weeks and months are vital in stemming the spread of the virus, but until vaccines are
made available to the population, we will just have to continue to pull together in the spirit of Ut Sint
Unum.
By Kerry Reyes

Tribute to Darina Halpenny

It was with great sadness that we heard during the Summer that Darina had decided to retire from St Louis
High School. We would like to take this opportunity to thank her most sincerely for all that she has done for
St Louis High School over many, many years.
Darina’s enthusiasm and dedication, whilst working with us, knew no bounds. Her commitment to giving
every student the best chance possible was the hallmark of her work in St Louis High School. She never gave
up on the students and this, they always appreciated and recognised.
We thank her for leading Gaisce and for leaving such a healthy legacy. We thank her for all the work she did
on the TY Programme. Her contribution, alongside many others over the years, has ensured that the
programme we offer in the school is of an extremely high standard, rich in holistic and educational value
and a deep and meaningful transition from junior to senior cycle.
Her commitment to the whole school community was incredible and her contribution to leading the annual
Christmas Fair and guiding the various Parents’ Councils over the years was simply wonderful. We thank
Darina for all her efforts in this regard. We also thank her for encouraging and nurturing students
to recognise the importance of being socially and community conscious and responsible, through charity
fundraising and giving back to the local community.
Darina’s dedication to life saving and swimming has been immense and the skills she have given students
who engaged in the various programmes will stay with them for life. We have very much valued her First
Aid expertise and thank her most sincerely for her leadership in this regard. We also thank both herself and
her husband, Mick, for inspiring so many students through engagement with the annual Mock Trial
Competition.
We will miss Darina’s energy and enthusiasm in school. The time has come for her to step back from the
daily busy nature of school, however, we will not let her become a stranger to St Louis High School!
The Board of Management presented Darina with a gift on behalf of the school community to mark her
retirement. This is one of Séamus Heaney’s broadsides – one of his poems, letter pressed onto handmade
paper and watermarked with his signature. The poem we chose for Darina is Postscript - a short, meditative
poem that describes a transitory moment by the sea and the sight of swans on a lake. It celebrates the wild
beauty of the West, a moment in time and pointedly refers to ‘September or October’ – now months, that
in retirement, Darina will hopefully have the freedom to go wherever she wishes (once Covid-times pass!).
We wish Darina a very happy and healthy retirement. We know, that in this next chapter of her life that she
will be very busy with family and friends and will continue to enjoy and relish the wonderful great outdoors.

Visit to Darina to present her with a gift on behalf of the BOM

2nd Year Newsletter Piece
By Isabel and Sáerlaith, 2.O

Being a student in St Louis is different now. In first year, we were just getting a taste of
secondary school life and it was unfortunately cut short. But now we’re back and have
had a fun and exciting first term, even with the restrictions in place. It has been good to
see our friends again and to have plenty to do after the boredom of lockdown. We’re all a
bit tired now after the November exams, but we have the nice break over Christmas to
look forward to now!
Ah yes, nothing speaks, holiday spirit, more than a festive mask and a matching
hand sanitizer. 2nd year students have been doing well when sanitizing desks before class
and wearing masks indoors while observing social distancing this year. When fluctuating
from level to level every 5 minutes, we are glad to hear buses have allowed 50% capacity
and more shops have opened. A truly amazing sight is seeing louis girls flock to Circle-K
to redeem their scratch and win prizes the second school ends. We’ve learned about the
importance of ventilation and mask wearing in our S.P.H.E. and self-management classes
and have learned in depth about the virus in science. We have it in our hearts that this
vaccine will be the perfect thing to start the new year and we can resume to reality ASAP.
The second years have been busy in all the other subjects too. In P.E., we have had
a tag rugby coach come to the school and teach us some fun skills and games. We got
sorted into higher and ordinary classes for maths and Irish, and in English, we have been
reading our first novel for our Junior Cycle. Our class has been reading ‘Noughts and
Crosses', by Malorie Blackman.
It was a slight rocky start but overtime we all started to assimilate. From the
drastic change from online school to back to school with the new Covid-19 guidelines, it
was stressful to say the least, but any sign of getting past the never-ending lockdowns
surely is a positive. But look at us now, we’re flying it, in a bit of a zigzag motion, but flying
is flying, we guess! Happy Christmas from all the 2nd Years.

First Year Christmas Tree Decoration Competition

Monica Nagel won first prize in the TY’s Christmas Tree Decoration
Competition for 1st Years. Congratulations Monica. Here is her
description of her creation:
For the Christmas tree competition, I made an angel. I made it from a
plastic bottle, I then covered it with pva glue and glitter. I made the
dress out of glittered foam paper. The head is made of another type of
foam, but it is eco-friendly. The hair is made of wool, I knitted the scarf,
and the wings are made of carboard covered in glitter.
I made an angel because angels can help us get through Covid-19. This
is a scary time for us all, but we can get through it, if we stick together
as a community. We are stronger that way. Every single person in this
world has an angel looking after them.
By Monika Nagel (First Year)

- decoration created by Xin Min, another prize winner.

First Year Experiences in St Louis High School

Hello my name is Tania, and I will be telling you about this amazing experience
of me being here in this extraordinary School!
When I first started this school I was so frightened because, it was so scary
walking around the school since it’s so enormous! However, I now seem to
know my way around the school. The only floor that I’m still unsure of is the
1st floor. I think that that floor is usually used mostly for 2 nd years. But apart
from that the school is a marvellous school to go to! Other than that, I can’t
wait to see what’s going to happen next!
The only thing I’m still a little disappointed about is the way we have to wear
our masks but there’s nothing we can do about it. All we have to do now is just
be patient. But I can’t wait to experience more of this school! And the
teachers here are very caring. If something is bothering you, you can always
go to your year heads. That’s something I really like about this school! And
the facilities here are incredible!
That is my amazing

experience here in St Louis High School.

Thank you for reading my account of my time here at St Louis High School.
As

always,

stay

Tania Diallo. (First Year)

safe

and

enjoy

your

holiday!

My Experience in Secondary School

Starting secondary school was something I was very much looking forward to, but school
isn’t exactly how we all thought it would be.
Wearing masks all day long, having to sanitise everywhere you go and not being able to
do every lesson the way we would want to isn’t really ideal. However, despite all of the
restrictions, I still feel that transitioning to secondary school has been really exciting and
it definitely feels like a big change from primary.
We still get to experience some of the changes that come with being in secondary school.
Getting to meet lots of new people, starting interesting new subjects, having different
teachers for each lesson have all been fun. On the downside, I was warned by my sister
about the amount of homework to expect and she was right!
If you had told me two years ago that I would be starting secondary school wearing a
medical mask during a global pandemic I wouldn’t have believed it, but I’m still glad we
physically get to go into school rather than doing everything online which I know some
people have to do.
Overall going into first year has been a challenging but great experience and I'm happy
to be here.
-

Zoe Brunel (First Year)

The joys of HISTORY
There is so much history on our
doorstep in Dublin. TY classes
visited Dublin city on Tuesday
15th December last to take in
the historical significance of St
Stephen’s Green and the
surrounding area. Thank you to
Ms Muldoon for facilitating this
trip.

The 5th Year History class took a
walk up Leinster Road to view the
house Countess Markiewicz lived in.
The current owner of the house
came out when she saw the
gathered group and gave the girls
an impromptu history lesson about
the house. Again, thank you to Ms
Muldoon for organising this trip.

History in the news
2020 has proven to be an eventful year for us all, nevertheless we must acknowledge the
historic significance of 2020- that being one hundred years since one of the most crucial years
of the Irish War of Independence. Most recently, the centenary of the 21st of November 1920,
more commonly referred to as Bloody Sunday was commemorated. This marked a day of
incredible violence in Croke Park in which the death or fatal injury of 14 people occurred. It is
estimated that 60 – 100 people were injured. The attack was brought on by a series of
assassinations carried out on the morning of November 21st, 1920, on a British Intelligence
Network in Ireland known as ‘The Cairo Gang’. ‘The Squad’- a special unit ordered by Michael
Collins (Director of Intelligence of The Irish Republican Army) was responsible for this
operation. In retaliation to this, a mix of The Royal Irish Constabulary (R.I.C.), Auxiliary Police
and Military stormed into Croke Park during a GAA match between Dublin and Tipperary and
opened fire on the crowd, killing 13 civilians and one player.
This immensely important event in Irish history was commemorated in Croke Park on its
centenary. Wreaths were laid in Croke Park by the President Michael D. Higgins, the Taoiseach
Micheál Martin and GAA President John Horan. An oration written by Michael Foley, author
of the book, The Bloodied Field, was read aloud by Brendan Gleeson, naming and
commemorating each of the 14 people who died in the massacre. Fourteen torches were also
lit in memory of these victims.

No matter how long-ago horrific events like this occur, we must remember and
commemorate those who lost their lives and the impact these incidents had on our nation.
The next few years mark extremely important events in Irish history including the end of the
War of Independence, The Anglo-Irish Treaty and the brief, but bloody Civil War. These events
changed Ireland forever and therefore must be remembered and commemorated
appropriately.
A positive piece of history news is that Trinity College is displaying four new sculptures of
women in the Long Room of the Old Library! These four marble sculptures will be the first
women to be included in the Long Room and the first sculptures to be commissioned by the
university since the 1800s. The women chosen are scientist Rosalind Franklin, co-founder of
the Irish Literary Theatre and the Abbey Theatre Lady Augusta Gregory, mathematician Ada
Lovelace and women’s rights activist and writer Mary Wollstonecraft. The women were
chosen out of 500 suggestions and were nominated by Trinity students, alumni and staff.
The Long Room is a popular tourist attraction, often visited by hundreds or thousands of
people per year and the representation of women is being warmly welcomed by Helen
Shenton, Trinity’s first woman librarian in the college’s 428-year history, who says she is
“delighted to champion this initiative to address the historic inequity in the Long Room’’
In a statement made by the college, they said they are aware that the new additions to the
collection “still represent only 10% of the busts in the Long Room and that the existing
subjects do not represent the ethnic and gender diversity that distinguishes the history of
scholarship". However, as history students in 2020 we think this step towards better inclusion
is something to be celebrated! In subjects like History and Politics and Society it is clearly
shown how often women are excluded and not given recognition for their achievements. We
think recognising these women and their contributions to society many years later is crucial
and a very important step in making sure these women don’t become forgotten over time.
We believe that this is a great way for Trinity to promote diversity and a very positive step on
the journey to gender equality.
Sophie Hogan 50 and Emily Sullivan 5U

Feel Good Pops
The class of 4U delivered a
lollipop to every 1st Year student
with a Wellbeing Christmas quote
attached to each one. They hope
some Christmas joy was passed on
to each student.

TY Interact Club – they have been very busy this term – upcycling, raising fund for Doctors
across borders with their candy cane initiative. Well done on all your efforts.

HOW COVID HAS AFFECTED THE THIRD YEARS
The transition from second year to third year has been a struggle, not to mention the
added stress that Covid has brought upon everyone. 3rd year students have been under
a lot of stress and pressure from homework and exams, whilst still trying to follow
the covid rules and regulations. I think most 3rd year students and teachers can agree
that the week of November assessments is much more preferable to the exams spread
out while still having classes.
This year hasn’t been all bad, however, with the upcoming dance-a-thon that I’m sure
many 3rd years are excited for. Along with the lovely performance from Mr O’Boyle at
the first proper assembly of the year, which proved to be a good break from
classes. The insane amount of rounders played in PE scored a home-run with the
3rd years as well.
Eating lunch outside has certainly been a new experience. Although many 3 rd years
prefer being outside rather than stuck inside, the seagulls and the cold have made it
very difficult. I don’t think people will ever recover from the seagull-trauma they have
experienced, and I don’t think the seagulls will recover either.
As a whole, next year’s 3rd years better be happy that we tested the new junior
cycle papers for them.
Akvile Labenskaite and Kerry Fewer O’Connor

Message from Ms Rodgers, 5th Yr Year Head:
In September 2020, when the 5th years began their senior cycle proper, I remember looking at a
large group of young women ready to take up the mantle of being leaders in St Louis High School.
Alongside the majority who came through the school Transition Year Programme, we were joined
by a number of outgoing 3rd years and also some new students, completing the year group.
It has been a busy term with the renewal of academic pressures and dealing with a global pandemic
high on everyone’s agendas. The 5th years, I am happy to say are most adaptable. Embracing change
is something they do well and more often than not, with a smile on their face.
We have a creative and thoughtful group of SRC class representatives. As the festive season takes
hold, we also have a wonderful music management class who are working quietly and efficiently
behind the scenes to ensure the variety show goes on, even in these challenging times. This effort
to keep the St Louis Christmas traditions going at this time of year is very much appreciated. It is
especially important if we are to pass on the spirit of Ut Sint Unum to our 1st years who will be the
leaders of the future.
I would like to say ‘thank you’ and ‘well done’ to one and all for your continued commitment to
doing your best.

“It’s not about being the best.
It’s about being the best that you can be”
Have a safe, happy and healthy Christmas.
Ms Rodgers

ST LOUIS ART WORK

Office Christmas Hours:
The school will close on Tuesday Dec 22nd. The school office will re-open on
January 4th. Classes will resume on Wednesday 6th January 2021.
If you have any concerns re Covid in the next few days and the possible
knock-on effect on school, please email the school at
stlouishs.rathmies@gmail.com and someone will make contact with you.
Stay safe and well.

Wishing the St Louis Community of sisters a very
Happy Christmas
On Thursday 17th December last, staff and students sang some
carols and Christmas songs for the sisters of St Louis. We wish
the sisters of the St Louis community a very happy and safe
Christmas and every joy in 2021.

HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL STUDENTS, STAFF, PARENTS &
members of the Board of Management.

