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A Tribute: Ms. Geraldine McDonagh
As our school community knows only too well, 2019 began with the very sad and shocking news that Ms. Geraldine McDonagh
(Deputy Principal) had passed away on New Year’s Eve following a critical illness. The school was opened on the last day of the
Christmas holidays to afford the school community and Ms. McDonagh’s family time and space to grieve together. Sadly, the
first day of term was spent attending Ms. McDonagh’s funeral in St Colmcille’s Church in Knocklyon. Whilst there was palpable
sadness and shock evident amongst all present, the funeral Mass was a beautiful celebration of her life with well-chosen readings, beautifully performed music, a loving eulogy delivered by her husband, James, and perfectly-pitched words of support
from Fr. Richard Sheehy and Msg. Dan O’Connor. Thank you to all who contributed to the Mass. The St Louis High School community extends its sincere and heartfelt condolences to her husband, James, and wonderful children, Elise, Jack and Robert;
her mother, sisters and brother and extended family members; many friends, colleagues and students, past and present.

Ms. McDonagh commenced her teaching career in St Louis High School in 1995 where she taught Science and Biology. Over
the years she proved to be an inspiring and extremely dedicated teacher. She took on many roles in addition to her teaching
duties and in 2005 took up the role of Deputy Principal, working very closely alongside the then Principal, Ms Mary Morgan.
Since 2014, Ms McDonagh continued on in her role as Deputy Principal and worked closely with me, leading the school community, until she took leave, due to illness, in March 2017. Ms. McDonagh was an extremely talented, wise, generous, kind
and dedicated Deputy Principal. She did everything in her power to encourage her students to realise their potential, endeavouring at all times to put the structures in place in school to support students and their teachers in teaching and learning. She
was a wonderful and supportive colleague to all of us who had the privilege to work with her. To so many of us on the staff,
she was also a dear and valued friend. She always greeted people with a beautiful warm smile and had a natural ability to put
people at their ease. Ms McDonagh had a great vision for St Louis High School and took immense pride in her work and always went beyond the call of duty.

Ms McDonagh grew up in Co.Mayo and was extremely proud of her Connacht roots. She had a great knowledge and passion
for her subject areas, was a very talented traditional musician, had a great ‘grá’ for the Irish language and culture, was a strong
supporter of Mayo football and had a wonderful and, at times, wicked sense of humour. She was gifted with amazing organisational skills with an innate ability to strategise and to devise complex timetables on an annual basis, whilst always framing
them within the context of the St Louis ethos of inclusivity, fairness and justice. She fervently believed in the power of education and that it was, as Louis Bautain, founder of the St Louis Order believed,
‘a beautiful enterprise’.
Continued….
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a tribute ...
Ms. McDonagh was a consummate professional and
always took her work extremely seriously. She was
a strong believer in service
to the school community,
which she carried out with
kindness, generosity and
selflessness. She was often
the first person that students and parents met
when starting here in St
Louis High School. She is
sorely missed by the whole
St Louis High School’s
community.
We will continue to build
on her vision and she will
not be forgotten. As part
of our efforts to honour
her legacy, a beautiful
rockery has now been
placed at the school’s entrance in her memory.
Granite from the West was
placed in the rockery to
bring some of her home-

land to St Louis High
School. Plants were specifically chosen to mirror
the beautiful colours of
the West, to encourage
biodiversity and to ensure
that there is something in
bloom in every season.
Many past and present
colleagues and friends,
along with members of her
family will be participating
in the Women’s MiniMarathon on June 2nd next
to raise funds for the Dublin Simon Community. The
serious issue of homelessness weighed heavily on
her, and we wish to participate in the marathon in
her memory and raise
funds for homelessness.
We ask you to support us
in our efforts by sponsoring those of us who are
participating. A Mass in
her memory will be held

on June 1st at 12 noon in
Cuisle.
We very much appreciate all
the support and condolences
offered to the school community over the past few months
by friends, colleagues, parents, students past and present of St Louis High School
and the wider Educational
community. We again offer
our sincere condolences to
Ms. McDonagh’s immediate
family on their loss.
Suaimhneas Síoraí di.
- C McDonough (Principal)

The muchimproved look to
the front of the
school, including
the beautiful
rockery which has
been placed in
memory of Ms.
McDonagh
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Seachtain na Gaeilge—Márta 2019
Fáiltiú do Sheachtain
na Gaeilge
Bhí scata cailíní díograiseacha ó rang 1O ag
seasamh ag príomhdhoras
na scoile chun imeachtaí na
seachtaine a láinseáil i mbliana. Bhíodar go léir ag
caitheamh seamróga uaine
agus ag scaipeadh amach
billeoga le líonadh do phobal na scoile uilig. Bhí ceol
bríomhar Gaelach ag seinm

ar an seinnteoir ag an am céanna. Chruthaíodar atmaisféar dearfach Gaelach an mhaidin sin.
Bhí SNAG 2019 faoi lánseoil. Fair play daoibh,
a chailíní! - Ms Forde
-

DUAISEANNA
I rith Seachtain na Gaeilge, bhí
seans againn ticéid a fháil má
bhíomar ag labhairt Gaeilge
timpeall na bpasáistí. Bhí dhá
ubh Cásca le buachaint gach lá
agus bhí crannchur ar siúl ag
deireadh an lae. Bhí atmaisféar Gaelach timpeall na
scoile agus bhain gach duine
scléip as. -Danielle
Clinton-McElvaney

Céilí
'Bhí céilí
againn le
haghaidh
Seachtain
na
Gaeilge! Mhúin Elona,
Leah, Beibhinn agus Leah
na céimeanna dúinn agus
mhúin Ms Ní Bhroin na
focail dúinn. Bhí cúpla
múinteoir ag damhsa linn
freisin! Tráthnóna iontach
a bhí ann.' - Ms Ní Bhroin

Gaeilge sa Seomra Foirne
Bhí an-scléip agus chraic sa seomra foirne i rith na seachtaine. Eagraíodh cluichí beaga gach lá cosúil le crosfhocail, códanna téacsteachtaireachtaí a oibriú amach, Éireannaigh cháiliúla a
aithint - bhí an-iomaíocht ann agus duaiseanna deasa ar fáil. Dar
ndóigh Gaeilgeoir an lae againn freisin agus caithfidh mé a rá go
raibh mé an-tógtha leis an iarracht a bhí ann an Ghaeilge a úsáid go
nádurtha agus go fonnmhar i measc na foirne. Thug sé ardú
meanma dúinn ar fad daoine a chloisteáil ag labhairt na teanga as a
stuaim féin. An-seachtain a bhí ann - Ardscoil San Lughaidh Abú!!
- Ms Maughan

Turas go Múseum na bPiarsach
Ar an 12ú agus an 13ú de
Mhárta, thug na daltaí
ardleibhéil sa dara bliain
cuairt ar Mhúsaem na bPiarsach i Ráth Fearnáin. D’fhoghlaim na daltaí faoi scéal
Phádraig Mhic Phiarais agus
a dheartháir Liam, agus an

chaoi ar cuireadh iad beirt
chun báis as an bpáirt a
ghlac siad in Éirí Amach
1916. Freisin, bhí deis ag na
daltaí am a chaitheamh i
bPáirc Naomh Éanna agus is
léir gur áit álainn í ar imeall
na cathrach." Ms O’Reilly &
Ms O Connor

LCH

Eagraíodh Pop Up Gaeltacht/Preab Gaeltacht i seomra a 13 ag am lóin ar an 14ú Márta. Bhuail os cionn
150 dalta isteach chun cúpla focal a labhairt. Bhí
gloine oráiste agus barra beag seacláide ar fáil do
gach dalta a d’fheastail ar an ócáid agus bhí ceol
gaelach ó Choláiste Lurgan á sheinm ar an ríomhaire.
Beatha Teanga í a labhairt! ☘ - Ms Forde

Gaeilge in Ardscoil San Lughaidh
Thosaigh comhrá i mo rang Béarla cúpla seachtain ó shin, bunaithe ar
an tábhacht a bhaineann le Gaeilge mar ábhar éigeantach don
Ardteist. Bhí dhá thuairim an-láidir sa seomra ach níl aon amhras ach
gur bhuaigh an taobh dearfach den argóint.
Gan an teanga Gaeilge inár scoil, bheadh rud éigin in easnamh. Ní
bheadh féiniúlacht Éireannach chomh láidir ionainn. Ní bheadh muid
ábalta dul thar lear agus labhairt gan aon duine in ann muid a
thuiscint! Níos tábhachtaí fós, ní bheadh craic iontach mar a bhí
againn ag an Pop up Gaeltacht i seomra a 13 le déanaí. Ní bheadh
uibheacha seacláide blasta le buachaint i rith Seachtain na Gaeilge!
Gan an Ghaeilge, bheadh cultúr na hÉireann caillte againn agus
chomh maith leis sin, bheadh cuid mhór den atmaisféar in Ardscoil
San Lughaidh ar an ngannchuid. - Sadbh McConnon TY

SPLEODAR
Tá dúil mhór againn sa Ghaeilge. Bhí an t-ádh dearg linn bheith in ann freastal ar chlub Spleodar (i halla na scoile ) ar feadh na mblianta. Tháinig feabhas orainn mar dhaoine agus mar
Ghaeilgeoirí. Anois tá an bheirt againn chun leanúint ar aghaidh leis an nGaeilge amach anseo,
as ár stuaim fhéin. Is léir go raibh an t-atmaisféar dearfach i leith na Gaeilge sa scoil mar
spreagadh dúinn ón gcéad bhliain. Tá béim mhór curtha ar ár dteanga náisiúnta anseo in
Ardscoil San Lughaidh. Tá sí ag dul ó neart go neart! Beatha teanga í a labhairt!
le hApril agus Cáit (: (6ú Bliain)

Míle buíochas do Roinn na Gaeilge—Ms Ní Bhroin, Ms Forde, Ms Maughan, Ms
Mooney, Ms O’Connor & Ms O’Reilly
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MATHS SUCCESS
Congratulations
to
Violetta
Yakymova (1L) who participated in
the IMTA (Irish Maths Teachers’ Association) Junior Maths Quiz Final in
Oatland’s College, 29th March. Well
done Violetta on your success.

BT Young Scientist
of the Year 2019
Congratulations to
the the two teams who participated in the BT Young Scientist of
the Year competition which was
held in the RDS in early January.
Both teams did the school really
proud. Sincere thanks to Ms Clayton for all her work with the students.

Please ensure that you
have the St Louis High
School School app downloaded for updates and
notifications.

Cara, Nicole
and Elena
from 2nd Yr
with their
project entitled ‘Sign of
the Times’.

Please check out our new
school website at
www.stlouishighschool.ie

Sally O’Brien (2nd from left) is a past pupil
of St Louis High School who is currently completing a PhD in Engineering in Cambridge.
She is also a wonderful rower and is seen
here with the Cambridge University Rowing
team. She was rowing in the Blondie Boat in
the Boat Races in London on April 6th last.
Well done Sally.

Eilis and Sofia from TY
along with
Ms Clayton
with their
project entitled
‘Acid
Rain, Leaf
us Alone!
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TRANSITION YEAR NEWS
TRANSITION YEAR FORENSICS WORKSHOP

On the 21st of January all the Transition Years were involved in a forensics workshop organised by Alison Leck.
In this workshop, we were actively learning about working in the world of forensics. We learned the different
methodologies used to investigate various crimes and cases.
After Alison talked to us, we were given a case which we needed to solve. Around the hall different stations
were set up and our job was to solve the case using the information, evidence and supplies available at the stations. We gathered a large amount of information and altogether using each other’s skills, we solved the case. I
thought that the many different ways forensic science can be used to solve a crime were outlined superbly in
the workshop. It was very, very practical, which appealed to our year group hugely and had a sense of mystery
and adventure that we were looking for.
After this wonderful experience I will definitely be considering a career in Forensic Science!

Concern Block Week –
Sophie Finnegan
A few weeks ago I attended the
Concern TY Academy along with 5
other girls from my year group.
The programme was held in the
Concern offices on Camden
street. I didn’t know much about
Concern going into the block
week, all I knew was that it was a
charity. I had no idea of all the
different sectors of the company.
On the first day we met the other
10 students who were also taking
part in the academy. We got used
to our new surroundings for the
week and were introduced to a
few staff members. We were given talks on topics such as Hunger,
Marketing and Active Citizenship.
As the week went on, the group
as a whole grew closer and we
took part in various activities such
as ‘fundraising’ for the Napali
earthquake and creating social

media campaigns for International
Women’s
Day.
Throughout these activities
we had great discussion on
topics such as Gender Equality, Emergencies, Consumption and Climate Change.
During the week there was a
strong emphasis on the Sustainable Development Goals
(STGs) which are a set of
goals for the world which are
aimed to be achieved by
2030. Examples of the goals
include; Reduce Inequalities,
Good Health and Well-being
and Zero Hunger.
On Thursday we began to
plan for our final task which
was a presentation to the
Concern staff of Project Us.
Project Us is an initiative to
begin a discussion around the
STGs and make people more
aware. We ourselves took

part in a Project Us first and
then began organising one. It
was a great experience, really
interesting and insightful
points were made. That concluded our week at Concern.
Overall it was an amazing
week which I wish everybody
had the opportunity of doing.
It really made me more
aware of the real issues in
the world and showed me
how important it is to discuss
world issues as it leads to
change.

Garda Block Week - Eve Young
Recently I was given the opportunity to do a block week with An Garda Síochána. I was sent up to
Tallaght Garda station where I met other Transition Year students participating in the block week. On
the first day we were given time to get to know each other, followed by a presentation by one of the detectives. On
the second day we went to the Criminal Courts of Justice and sat in on a murder trial. On the third day we were
brought down to Kilbride Army Barracks where we saw An Garda training to be part of the public order unit. On the
fourth day we went to Westminstown Garda club, were we saw the sniffer dogs being trained and An Garda horses on
patrol. On the last day, we spent the day in the station where we were given a tour of the station including the cells,
interview rooms and CCTV room and also learned about the drugs unit and the drug crisis in Ireland. Overall I found
the block week very interesting and great fun. What I enjoyed most was learning about the drug unit and the day in
the barracks.

Gold of the Desert Kings – Erin Murphy
When we went into the hall we were split into groups
of three or four. We all sat down in our groups and appointed a leader. We were then told that
we were going to be playing a game in our groups. The aim of the game was to choose a route
that we wanted to take to a goldmine, collect as much gold as we could and then return home all
within 20 days. In the game you had supplies such as tents, fuel, food, tyres and batteries. The
main obstacle was the weather which changed every day. After that game we went to lunch.
When we came back we were appointed a new task. We were split into two big groups and told
we were going to use Kinex blocks to build a giant bridge. Together we planned out which people
would build which parts of the bridge. We got it all built in fifty minutes! I recommend this day for
all other future TY students as it helps develop team building and communication skills. It was
really great fun!
Photos from various trips, events and activities during this term

First Aid Workshops—learning
how to deal with a choking baby
and administer CPR.
TY Trip to the Dublin Mosque—South
Circular Road.

Literacy
Workshops
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Mater Introduction to Hospital Life Block Week
Meriam Kaloune

In January I did a block week in the Mater Hospital doing the Introduction to Hospital Life Programme. I was interested in doing it because in the future I want to
work in a hospital, but I wasn’t sure exactly what area I wanted to work in. It was
a big help as now I know which areas I’m interested in.
I also liked it much more than I thought I would because we got to meet 11 new
TY students and most of them were nice, so it made the experience a whole lot
better! I also liked it because we got to go around the hospital and explore some
of the different departments such as the emergency department, the labs where
they sort out the blood donations etc. Most of the time we were sitting in a classroom having talks from different people such as nurses, interns, social workers
and phycologists which I liked because you wouldn’t feel as tired because you
weren’t standing up all day.
We got to wear blue coats and a badge to open a few doors when we were out
walking around in the hospital, which I thought was nice. I felt grown up!
Overall, I really enjoyed the week I spent there and would love to do it all over
again. I do recommend it to people who are interested in medicine because they
run you through all the different roles that take place in a hospital and make your
decision a lot easier.

Introduction to Hospital Life - Sadbh McCannon
I was delighted to find out that I had been given the chance to go out to the TY Introduction to Hospital Life Programme in the Mater Hospital. Meriam and I went out there for a whole week and each day we were given
presentations by all sorts of members of the hospital staff and we were brought around all of the different departments. When you think about jobs within the hospital you would generally just think of doctors and nurses,
but in actual fact there are probably about 100 different occupations within the building.
We spoke to an intern doctor, a psychiatrist, psychologist, occupational therapist, physiotherapist, health promoter, social worker, nurse, paramedic, speech and language therapist, radiologist, audiologist and scientists
within haematology and biochemistry labs. Each presentation gave great insight into the work within each job
and each speaker also gave us an idea of what the college courses involve and what leaving cert points may be
necessary to get in.
I didn’t have a clue what I wanted do in the future and I still don’t, but the programme allowed me to rule certain careers out, and to also consider careers I had barely even been aware of. For that reason, although it would
make it that little bit better, I don’t think you need to know you have a strong interest in medicine etc to do it
and I would really recommend applying for the programme.

Hair Care Day - Kamelia Iarmutati
On the 9th and 16th of January, The TY classes had “Hair Care Days”. A lovely woman called Ann
from ‘Rootine Hair Dressing’ came in to us and spent the day explaining good hair habits and
various simple ways to style your hair. She talked to us about what is good for our hair, such as
good shampoo, and what isn’t so good, such as heat and silicone. We each had our own mannequin head on which to practise the various hairstyles she showed us.
At the end of the day, she held a little competition. Each person had to create the name of a
shampoo, and it had to be unique. The winner would get a “Hair Care Pack” which contained a
hairbrush, hair-mask, dry shampoo and heat-protecting spray.
Overall it was an enjoyable day and, I can’t speak for everyone, but I think we all learned something new!
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THE SCHOOL BANK - NADIA GIL
My name is Nadia Gil and I am in currently in Transition year. I always had an idea about being involved with the School Bank but never understood it
fully. Therefore, let me share some insights as to how the experience was like for me.
All of the girls in Transition Year had to do an interview for the school bank and also prepare a
C.V. I was a bit nervous about the actual interview as I never did one before, but as I entered the
room I knew it would be fine as the people who were interviewing me were very nice and had a
lot of positive energy. They asked me questions about my interests, school, what position would I
like to have if I were to be chosen. We had a nice conversation and I left with a smile on my face.
I was really happy when I got the news that I was successful along with seven other people in my
year. We all met together and decided what jobs people would have. All jobs were full and there
needed to be a manager and I felt a rush of confidence and said I would like to be the manager.
The representative of Bank of Ireland explained what we would be doing and that he would help
us throughout the whole process and experience.
The first day we set up in the foyer and made an announcement on the intercom that the school
bank was open. We also put up posters all around the school. When lunch started, students came
down to set up an account in the bank. We explained to them the process and helped them with
it.
Overall I really enjoyed this experience. I didn’t think I would even get the place but this just
shows that we are capable of far more things than we could even imagine.

I was fortunate enough to be the lucky candidate for the Walk in My Shoes TY Programme in St.
Patrick’s University Hospital. Myself, along with a group of Transition Year students from different
parts of Ireland got the opportunity to experience, first-hand, the work performed by mental health-care professionals.
The week was one filled with lots of enjoyment and learning. Various members of the hospital staff talked to us
throughout the week about the work they do, as well as the different career paths that lie within mental health
care. We took part in debates, group activities and games. A Mock Disciplinary Team Meeting also took place;
this involved a social worker, an occupational therapist, a nurse and a psychiatrist outlining the work they do.
Later on they helped us to play out different scenarios that they may face on a day-to-day basis. In my opinion
the highlight of the week was the CPR course, in which we learned how to perform CPR on a person when they
are choking or unresponsive. We were taught the recovery position, how to perform CPR on an infant, and we
were even shown how to use a defibrillator on an unresponsive adult or child.
Overall it was a very interesting and enjoyable week. I learned lots of new things along the way and even made
some new friends. I was introduced to the world of mental health care, not knowing much about mental health
but I left with a much better knowledge of it. I know for sure that a career in mental care may be a potential
career option for me and I know that it will take a lot of hard work and dedication to get me there. If this programme is still available in years to come, I would highly recommend it to anyone who is interested in mental
health or medicine. I am very grateful that I was granted this opportunity as I really enjoyed myself and
learned so much about the topic of mental health. - Sinéad Rawat

Think Media - Block Week Blog - Renata Donciu
People often associate Transition Year (TY) with a break from the usual school routine. Of course I would
be wrong if I was to say that it is not. However, it has its own challenges especially when it comes to finding a place for work experience or a block week……
My name is Renata Donciu. I am a TY student. As part of our TY programme in St. Louis High School I had a
chance to do a block week. I found the opportunity to do this week in Think Media. I am on my last day
working here, so I decided to write a blog that I can share with the readers of Think Media’s website. I
want to share the most interesting remarks and things I came across during my block week.
My week started on February 18, during my mid-term break. Being only 16, I was very nervous to go for
the first time to a new place with professional people. I was scared I wouldn’t meet their expectations or I
would let the team down. However, Think Media’s office was very nice. As I am passionate about art and
fashion design it seemed to me, a very beautiful space. Throughout the week it definitely felt like a very
artistic place, which made it easier to feel at home.
It makes it so much easier when the staff takes you in and involves you in all the work. I did lots of things
during the week, but I want to share the most exciting ones.
I want to begin by saying I had a nice start. I met the staff on the Monday, I was welcomed very well, I was
shown my work desk and provided with everything needed. The office works with different software,
which I got an introduction to. My first task was to use ‘Adobe Photoshop CC’ to modify a photo and produce a great outcome. I took so long to get used to it and understand but by Thursday I was able to do lots
of things using that software. Using those skills I had to crop many photos that the designers of Think Media will be able to use in a new website they are building for one of their clients.
One very exciting task that I worked on throughout the week was Crew Class Oars Design. This is a rowing
class that has asked the company to design a logo. I had to draw many different designs of oars, but very
stylised and simplified versions. I had to spend a few days coming up with ideas on that. On Thursday I had
to redraw them on the actual oar printed out so that we could get the exact shape that the client wanted.
On my last day I had to use ‘Adobe Illustrator CC 2017’ to make up the final result, therefore drawing it
professionally using all the skills that I had learned throughout the week. That was actually a very interesting task. I went through all the different stages that the product had to go through before it’s ready to
be approved by the staff and the client.

The other thing which I liked about Think Media was, and as I said before, I was able to get involved in all
the work and activities. During the Wednesday lunch time, myself, Tom and Niamh went to a Crew Class
rowing class for an hour. It was hard and tiring, but we had fun. It made me feel a part of the Think Media
team. That was an unforgettable experience. It was also something different that I wouldn’t have experienced before working in different offices during TY.
My week as a TY student in Think Media was very enjoyable. I am going to miss this place and the staff. It
was very nice to work here and have this wonderful experience in something that I am interested in. This
has helped me to have a clearer idea as to the career I might follow. Also the staff are very nice. They answered any questions I had about a career in media. They were ready to help if I had some difficulties during the week. I am very thankful I was given this opportunity to try new things but especially those that
involve areas that I can relate to and become interested in, which made this week a very good week!
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Extra-Curricular Activities in
School



There are many extracurricular activities run in the
school, before school, at
lunchtime and after school,
which students can involve
themselves with. Here is a list
of all the activities. There is
something for everybody.



Gym activities





LIBRARY



Board Games Club



Street Games



Preab Gaeltacht



Women’s History and
Politics Club

Guitar Group



Book Club



Drumming



1st Yr Mentors



Instrumental Group



Mock Trial



SRC





IT Club

Music lessons—piano &
singing



French Club





Debating



Green Schools Committee

Sports Clubs: Athletics,
Basketball, Badminton,
Camogie, Gaelic Football, Rugby, Table Tennis, Tennis, Water Safety

Operation Transformation

The SRC has been busy this term reviewing the SRC Policy. In consultation with
the SRC, Staff, Parents and the Board of Management, some changes have been
made to the SRC election process. There are now two parts to the application
process—firstly all applicants who wish to be considered for 6th Yr SRC must
complete a comprehensive application form and then present a speech to the
full 5th Yr cohort and all SRC and Vice-SRC representatives from year groups
1st—TY. All 5th Yrs and the SRC and Vice-SRC reps will now have an entitlement
to vote. This now means that the 6th Yr Student Representative Council is now a
voice for St Louis High School’s student community as a whole. The election will
be held immediately following the speeches which is based on the PR election
system. In the week following this election, the Head Girl election will be held
and the 5th Yr cohort, along with Staff, will cast their votes. We wish everybody
considering a leadership role next year the very best of luck with this process.
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6th Yr German
trip to the
German
Ambassador’s
residence

On the 7th of March, 10 girls from Ms. Capper’s sixth year German class were invited
to the German Ambassador to Ireland, Deike Potzel’s residence. There was a celebration for International Women’s Day and three other schools attended. We were
greeted by the Ambassador who had visited our school a few weeks before. We enjoyed German cakes and everyone was very helpful and friendly. We then sat down
and had a discussion with Mrs. Potzel and Professor Anngret Simms. Mrs.Simms told
us about how she fought hard for Women’s rights during her time as a university lecturer both in Germany and Ireland which was very inspiring to hear. We then had the
opportunity to ask questions relating to Women’s Rights and had a great discussion
along with the other schools that were invited. Overall it was a great experience and
we are very grateful to have been given the opportunity to visit.
Jess Molloy & Ellen Donohoe, 6L

GERMAN LANGUAGE ASSISTANT—PAUL KUEHNERT
My name is Paul Kuehnert and I’ve been a language assistant at St. Louis High School for the past six
months. I’ve had an amazing time in Dublin. One of the key factors has been working at such a great school
with a very good learning and working environment. I was accepted very well onto the staff at St. Louis High
School and enjoyed working here every day. I especially enjoyed working with my colleagues in the German
Department and the students studying German.
The communication between the principal and myself has been excellent even before I started my work.
No matter how old the students are, it was always a pleasure working with language enthusiastic pupils and
teaching German.
Dublin and Ireland have very open-minded people. It always felt like home. Dublin is great to explore various things and there is always a lot to do, even after staying for several months. It’s definitely worth a visit
and offers many cultural and educational options for young people.

RUGBY
Congratulations to our Junior Rugby Team
who qualified for the Leinster Girls’ Schools
Regional Finals in Donnybrook! Also well
done in their recent blitz in Mount Temple –
winning all three matches and bringing home
the cup (sponsored by Railway Union)! Keep
up the training.

Life-Saving

On a Thursday morning around 6.50 am you are very
likely to
see around 35 St. Louis High School students heading to Swan Leisure to train for
their Irish Water Safety Life-Saving qualification. Students from 1st year to 5th year
have been getting up with the ‘dawn chorus’ since September and are now ready
to do their exams in both water safety, basic life support and defibrillator!
Well done to two 5th years, Nora Smith and Charlie Butler, who have recently
passed their Irish Water Safety Instructor’s Exams and are preparing for their final
pool life-guard and teacher awards! Both students started water safety in first year
and have really shown a great commitment to the club, helping and supporting
the younger students when needed.

GAISCE
56 Transition Year students have just completed their President’s Award (Gaisce) hike
and overnight stay in Glendalough as part of the overall Gaisce Award. Trekking
through the Wicklow hills – cooking – washing up – making lunches, all added up to a
great experience and hopefully when all the assignments are completed, a Gaisce
Bronze Medal will be presented at their Graduation Ceremony in May! Well done
everyone.
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Camogie

The Camogie team has had a very successful year so far. The junior players’ team played in a semifinal on Wednesday 10th April vs Scoil Chaitríona. Unfortunately they were beaten and we wish
Scoil Chaitríona the best of luck for the Final. Earlier in the year the senior team won the Leinster
Final in its division and reached the All-Ireland quarter finals. A trip to Limerick unfortunately
brought the run of success to an end, but nonetheless, we are immensely proud of all their
achievements this year. Keep up the good work and all the training and a special word of thanks
to your coach, Jenny and also to Ms Hewison, your manager.

Garda Youth Awards
Congratulations to Claudia Scanlon who was the
worthy winner of an Honourable award at the annual Garda Youth Awards - Dublin Metropolitan
Region. This event took place on February 28th in
Tallaght Basketball Arena. Claudia was recognised
for her incredible courage and the excellent work
that she does to raise awareness for EB or
“butterfly skin” including her “See me not EB”
campaign with Debra Ireland.

Congratulations also to Laura Giurgila
and Hollie Kavanagh in 5th Yr who received awards on the night on behalf
of themselves and Tara McMonagle and
Meadhbh Hicks. Well done girls on all
your achievements.

Parents’ Council
Thank you to the Parents’ Council Committee of Bairbre Hand, Jennifer Bracken; Gráinne
O’Malley; Anne O’Brien; Paula Cahill; Zinit May, Carol Gorman, Eva Tang, Olive le Bas,
Anca Utiu and Rossa Nolan for organising the recent table quiz which was held in Murphy’s Pub on April 4th. Thank you to all parents, staff, members of the board of management, past pupils and past parents who attended. Thank you also to our quiz master
Seán and to Pierce Bermingham (past parent) for overseeing the quiz. We would like to
extend our appreciation to all the businesses who donated prizes and supported this
event: Fallon & Byrne; Jameson Distillery; Lawlor’s Butchers; O’Brien’s Rathgar, O Brien’s
Rathmines; Supervalu, Sundrive; Supervalu, Rathgar; Butler’s Chocolates; The Butler’s
Pantry; The Late Shopper; Dunnes Stores;
We look forward to seeing parents at the next Parents’ Council event.
Happy Easter to all.

IMPORTANT DATES & Information for the last term
LC Art Exam—Tuesday April 30th
6th Yr LCVP Exam—Wednesday 1st May
Junior Cert Art Exam—Thursday 9th May
TY Graduation—Tuesday May 21st
6th Yr Graduation—Thursday May 23rd
End of Year Exam Week—week of May 27th
State Examinations—Leaving Certificate and Junior Certificate—commencing
Wednesday 4th June 2019

Application Forms for Passports & letters from the school
Please be advised to make an appointment for the signing of passport forms etc.
Please give 24-hour notice for any requests to process letters or confirmation of
school enrolment for child benefit allowance purposes from the school office. Any
requests for references from Guidance Counsellors, Principal or Deputy Principal
need at least a week’s notice. Thank you.

Catholic Schools Week
The Annual Gathering
On January 28th last as part of our annual marking of Catholic Schools Week, the school’s
stakeholders (members of the Student Representative Council, Parents’ Council, Staff Council
and Board of Management) gathered for a short prayer service to celebrate St Louis High
School community. The focus of the prayer service was to reflect on the unique contribution
of Catholic schools to our collective goal of education. Each Catholic school shares an ethos
that is inclusive, welcoming and vibrant. Each school works towards a vision of each student
as made in the likeness and image of God. This means that we work towards helping each
child, irrespective of background, ethnicity or creed, reach their full potential academically,
spiritually and socially. To be in the likeness and image of God means that we have the capacity to truly care for ourselves, each other and the environment around us.
During the ceremony we particularly focused and celebrated key words in our mission statement:
St Louis High School is a dynamic centre of learning
where we foster a happy and secure environment.
We nurture creativity and embrace diversity
while building on our rich traditions in an atmosphere of generosity.
We share in the journey towards deeper understanding in this complex world.
We took time to remember members of the school community (staff and students) who have
passed away over the years and in particular Ms Geraldine McDonagh. Aoife Tsang and Nora
Smith (5th Yrs) who represented the student body at the Le Chéile conference performed
some beautiful music accompanied by Ms McDonough (Principal). Everybody was presented
with a small gift of a sunflower seed and compost pot to grow a sunflower in memory of Ms
McDonagh. At the end of the ceremony we were treated to some lovely refreshments. Sincere thanks to the TY hostesses and Miriam Sadlier for all their assistance.

Our Gratitude Wall was put on display during
Catholic Schools’ Week. Students wrote down
on post-its what they were grateful for. We
have much to be grateful for in life.

Visit of the Irish Ambassador to New Zealand
On January 7th, Mr Peter Ryan, Irish Ambassador to New Zealand visited the school along
with Capt Risteard Murphy of the Defence Forces and Kate McEleney of the Dept of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Mr Ryan spoke about his role as an Ambassador and the career
path he took to get to where he is at present. He also spoke about the role of the United
Nations and Ireland’s contribution to the UN over the years. Capt Risteard Murphy gave a
presentation on the work of the Defence Forces abroad and their peacekeeping missions.
Kate McEleney spoke about the work of the Dept of Foreign Affairs. The school was presented with a UN Flag and the UN Charter. It was a fascinating presentation. The message
was that Ireland, our small nation, reaches far afield and we have a very big and respected international voice despite our small size.

Visit from École St Louis from France
On the 11th April we were visited by students and
staff from a École St Louis, which is situated in a
small village between Bordeaux and La Rochelle. The students
and their teachers were treated to a Céad MÍle Fáilte/Bienvenue.
A tour of the school was followed with lovely refreshments and
meeting with many of our students who study French. There was
lovely bi-lingual sharing between the students of both schools
Finally they were entertained by our school’s wonderful musicians and dancers —trad group, solo singers, dancers, instrumentalists etc. Well done to one and all and merci beaucoup to Ms
Carragher, Ms Madden and Ms O’Tiarnaigh and to Miriam, Ms
Thornton and the TYs who also assisted. The students and their
teachers were extremely grateful for the warm reception afforded to them. Perhaps some day we will visit them in France.

Romeo & Juliet Production
The DIT Conservatory of Music and Drama visited the school on
Tuesday 4th April. The Drama students performed an abridged
version of Romeo and Juliet for our 2nd & 3rd Yr students. The
performance was enjoyed by all and really brought the language
of Shakespeare to life.

FINAL NOTE

As you can see from all the articles and photographs that we have had a very busy
term. Well done to everybody. Many other activities, not reported on here, have
been going on also and will be reported on in our final newsletter of the year. We
wish our TY Mock Trial team the very best of luck in the competition on April 13th
next. We wish all our exam students the very best of luck with their final preparations for their exams in May and June.
We ask that during the last term all students be mindful of attendance and punctuality. We ask parents/guardians to refrain from arranging appointments for during
school time as far as possible. Students are expected to be in for school at 8.20am
in advance of registration and to attend all classes until the end of the school day.
We would appreciate everybody’s co-operation in this regard.
We look forward to seeing all our 6th Yrs graduate at the end of the year and also
our TY students who will be celebrating the end of a very successful and busy year
with their own graduation ceremony.
Wishing everybody a very Happy Easter.
Ms McDonough—Principal

Pay it forward day 2019
St. Louis High School,
Friday 12th April .

Random
Acts of
Kindness

